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PORTUGAL 
IN CRISIS 


A spectre is haunting Europe. For the first time since 1945, 
© = -=r oF the European working class is on the march to- 

wards socialist revolution. Since March 11 and the crushing 
defeat of Spinola's attempted reactionary coup, a prerevolutionary 
situation has opened up in Portugal. The outcome of the battles 
that are unfolding there will heavily influence not only the fate 
of the Portuguese revolution, but that of the European revolution 
as well. 


In Spain, ssc t dicks ta in its death agony; its 
foundations are crumbling mdre rapidly with each passing day. The. 
death sentences imposed on two Basque militants on August 28 have 
produced demonstrations throughout Spain and Europe. And this des- 
pite the desperate repression by the dying regime, which recently 
declared a two period of martial law. The Spanish and Basque 
proletariats enter the prerevolutionary crisis that will open 
at Franco's death with a higher Level of cambativity and class 
consciousness than any working class in Europe. 


The prospects are grim for imperialism. Defeated in Vietnam, it 
now watches its international structures disintegrate. In Britain, 
Italy, France, Greece and Germany capital's political order is in 
convulsions. Across Europe, the working classes are gathering 
strength, gaining experience, learning how to struggle, and 
preparing for the day of their own liberation. The objective poten- 
tial for revolutionary explosions across the continent is at its 
highest in decades. And either Portugal or Spain could well be the 
spark that sets off the powler keg. Today the struggle in the 
Iberian penninsula is the key to the world situation. We consider 
this of such importance that we have devoted one-quarter of this 
issue to this crisis. 


Portugal has became a critical test of strength both for the ruling 
class and for the world working classes. If the Portuguese prole- 
tariat succeeds in seizing power and throwing off the yoke of capi- 
tal, it will unleash a dynamic that could prove fatal to European 
capitalism. If, on the other hand, imperialism can outflank and 
then ua the Portuguese working class, it wos inflict a severe 
defes ei * The outcome of 
the events in Portugal will ultimately mny an the internationa 
relation of class forces. The imperialists are busily making their 


preparation. Kissinger, like Metternich before him, is constructing 


his own holy alliance against communism of Vatican patriarchs, 
English mercenaries and Spanish fascists, of Angolan white colons, 
Catholic peasants and PIDE agents, of Soares, Spinola and Schmidt. 


The imperialist counter-offensive against the dynamic unleashed in 
Portugal has already swung into full gear. The hysteria of the 
western press has been stepped up at the same time as credits and 
loans are cut off to plunge the Portuguese economy into deeper 
crisis. For this reason, “Imperialism, Hands Off Portugal" must be 
the first demand raised in the movement of solidarity with the 
Portuguese workers and peasants. 


The present crisis in Portugal cannot last indefinitely. It will 
be resolved either through a victory for the workers and peasants 
or in their bloody defeat. As Spain and Portugal move towards a 
revolutionary crisis, international solidarity, militant, active, 
real solidarity in action, is essential to prevent capital from 
turning Portugal into another Chile, EO for a 
socialist Iberia. 


Just as the Canadian government discreetly supported the CIA inter- 
vention in Chile, we have no reason to believe it will not follow 
suit in Portugal. Imperialism's instrument will be the NATO 
alliance with Canada as one of its members. The solidarity move- 


ment must demand, Canada Out of NATO: NATO Out of Portugal; 


We welcome the call of the Communist Party of Canada (CPC) for a 
broad solidarity movement to defend the Portuguese revolution. We 
call upon the CPC, the NDP, the trade union movement and all 
socialist and progressive forces to unite in solidarity with the 
workers and peasants of Portugal. Given the severe differences in 
analysis on the left about which forces are leading (and mis- 
leading) the revolutionary process in Portugal, united solidarity 
actions will be particularly difficult to achieve. This is what 
makes it imperative for a broad basis of unity (embodied in slogans 
along the lines of the ones we have advanced here) to be combined 
with the rights of all tendencies to advance their analysis and 
program within the framework of united demonstrations. 


AGAINST THE REACTIONARY OFFENSIVE 
SOLIDARITY WITH THE PORTUGUESE AND SPANISH WORKERS AND PEASANTS 
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Rosie Douglas is threatened with deport- 

ation. If he returns to his native Cari- 

bbean island of Dominica his life will 

Certainly be in danger. His book, Chains or 

, Outlining the causes of underdevelop- 
been i 


land. He has received threats that if he re- 
turns he will be killed... 

Deportation however, is only. the most bru- 
tal example of the "special treatment" which 
black community: leader Douglas has received 
for more than six years at the hands of the 
Canadian government and its courts. Such treat- 
ment includes being branded a "risk to national 
security". In response, the Committee to Defend 
Rosie Douglas has been formed to wage a broad 
Campaign against his threatened expulsion. 


THE SIR GEORGE WILLIAMS INCIDENT 


Douglas became nationally known for his 
part in an anti-racist protest in early 1969 
at Sir George Williams University in Montreal. 
He was charged with participating in an illegal 
sit-in (legally termed public mischief). Bail 
was set at $14,000 and his passport confiscated. 
Convicted on the charge, he was sentenced to 
two years in prison. 

Douglas was among 45 black and 52 white 
Students sitting-in at the university computer 
centre. They were making the last in a long 
Series of attempts to get the sluggish uni- 
versity administration to investigate charges 
of racial discrimination levelled by black 
Students against a white physiology professor. 
This time the administration reacted swiftly. 
400 armed riot police successfully stormed the 
computer centre and arrested the 97 unarmed 
students. 

Despite similar charges and common evidence 
against all 97 students, bail for Douglas who 
had no previous criminal record was set far 
above the $5000 average for black students and 
the $1000 for whites. As a result of the court 
proceedings, only five students were imprison- 
ed. Small fines or outright acquittal were the 
results for the other 92 defendents. 

_ During his trial Rosie faced an all-white 
. Jury which included one man who in open court 
asked to be excused from jury duty because, 
as he said, he was “not overly fond of black 
people". Somehow the Supreme Court of Canada 
did not consider this sufficient grounds 
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While it was the "Sir George incident" 
which put Douglas' name in the headlines, the 
maner in which the mass media has always re- 
ported the case can only be described as slan- 
derous. With a disregard for the real facts, 
the media have consistently distorted the truth 
by attempting to associate Douglas' case with 
the destruction of computers. Computers were 
damaged during the police attack, but no court 
has laid blame on any defendents. The same con- 
puters have been sold and are functioning at 
the University of Michigan. 

Only recently, a press conference held by 
Douglas at which he announced his intention to 
sue the Globe and Mail for such libel, produced 
an article in the Toronto Star which stated 


wards the end of their occupation. Police then 
moved in and arrested 97 of them". 

And this is not an isolated instance of 
this type of reporting. The latest example was 
the hysterically racist accusations in the 


black youth. Even a high-ranking Toronto cop 
publically dissociated himself fran'this story. 


DEPORTATION 


For Douglas, the "special treatment" did 
not end with the high bail and long sentence. 
A deportation order against him was issued in 
November 1972, one month before he would have 
been in Canada for five years as a landed im- 
migrant and therefore out of reach of such an 
order. (Before acquiring landed inmigrant sta- 
tus, he was in Canada for seven years on a stu- 
dent visa.) Issuance of the order at that time 
was contrary to legal precedent, since the con- 
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viction on which it was based was then before 
appeal courts. The government got the deporta- 
tion order in spite of the judge's camplaint 
that he was being pressured. 


A "RISK TO NATIONAL SECURITY” 


Tipping the scales even further against 
Douglas was a special certificate branding him 
a "risk to national security". Issued in May 
1973, the certificate was signed by Solicitor 
General Warren Allmand and Immigration Minister 
Robert Andras. 

After three months in prison, local offici- 
als moved Douglas to a minimm ecuri risor 
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ques- 
tioned on his decision in October 1973, Allmand 
said it was based on Douglas' conviction for 
arson. After being informed by Douglas' lawyer 
that his statement was incorrect, Allmand was 
compelled to make a retraction admitting there 


was an error in his file. 


Later, during questioning at the Annual Con- 
ference of the National Black Coalition in Jan- 
uary 1975, Allmand admitted that he made the 
decision based on RCMP reports, implying that 
the unsubstantiated arson "conviction" placed 
in Douglas' file was a malicious attempt by the 
police to convince the minister to issue the 
“risk to national security" certificate. 

With no supporting evidence for the brand, 
the certificate arbitrarily prevents Douglas 
from appealing his deportation on humanitarian 
grounds. After seventeen months in jail, Doug- 
las, now on parole, asked Allmand and Andras 
to back the certificate with public evidence 
or withdraw it. Their refusal was the main ba- 
Sis on which the Montreal inmigration appeal 
board upheld Douglas' deportation order in 
May 1975. 


“DEMOCRACY” IN DOMINICA 


This denial of humanitarian grounds for 
appeal against the deportation order is cruci- 
ally important. Reactionary politicians and 
police have made threats against Douglas in 
his homeland. The Prohibited and Unlawful Soc- 
ieties and Associations Act passed last year in 
Dominica is probably one of the most undemocra- 
tic pieces of legislation in the world today. 
An example: “No proceeding, either criminal or 
Civil, shall be brought or maintained against 
any person who kills or injures any member of 
an association or society, designated unlawful, 
who shall be found at any time of day or night 
inside a dwelling house." 

It is no coincidence that Douglas is sub- 
ject to such viciously racist attacks in Canada 
and extreme political repression in Dominica. 
These are the two sides of the same coin of 
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Capitalist oppression which thousands of Cari- 
bbean people face daily. The outcome of Rosie’: 
persecution is a clear test case not only for 

blacks but for all militants of oppressed min- 


ority populations. 
A RISK TO WHOSE SECURITY? 


Just what has his risk to "national sec- 
urity" done to warrant such a title? Origin-. 
ally here as a student at agricultural college, 
Douglas turned to study the political econany 
of the Caribbean. His work has exposed how im- 
perialism (including the "Canadian" variety) 
participates in the destruction of the econamic 
and cultural life of the Caribbean islands, 
Creating unemployment and poverty. 

He has, along with other militants, spent 
Many years organizing in the black communities 
in Canada, particularly among unemployed youth. 
While in prison he struggled for prisoners' 
rights and helped organize black and native 
prisoners who are subjected to brutally racist 
treatment. More recently Douglas has acted as 
one of the spokepersons of the Black Workers' 
Alliance--an anti-capitalist organization of 
black militants. His activity in the BWA is an 
expression of his political shift from black 
nationalism to revolutionary socialism. In the 
past months he has toured Canada as part of a 
national campaign speaking out against the 
Green Paper and the rise of overt racism and 
political repression. 

For these reasons Rosie Douglas is a 
threat--to the security of the ruling class 
whose interests lie in the continued dominat- 
ion over and exploitation of the working class 
as a whole, but particularly of minority groups 
and oppressed peoples who have already begun to 
militantly defend themselves. 


Arbitrary measures against immigrants and 
members of minority groups, such as those be- 
ing used against Rosie occur daily; but few 
come to light. The significance of Rosie's 
case is that it has been openly and politically 
fought. All across the coun , there has been 
Support for Douglas by those who understand 
what stopping his deportation would represent: 
a victory for all anti-racist forces, a vict- 
Ory for all those who are opposed to the 
direction of the qovermment's imigration poli- 
cy. If the goverment is successful in their 
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A POLITICAL RESPONSE 
Every effort must be made to prevent Rosie 
Douglas" deportation by the federal government. 
The only legality preventing his immediate de- 
portation is the fact that he will still be 
serving parole until December. The results of 
the Angela Davis and Joanne Little trials in the 
US illustrate that public opposition and poli- 
tical mobilization are capable of stopping the 
state's plans in cases of political repression. 
Full support must be mobilized for the 
national campaign which is now getting under- 
way to prevent Rosie from meeting the fate of 
many of the 1500 Haitians who have been deport- 
ed back to a land of barbaric rulers. Besides 
the petition campaign, and the national poster 
which the Committee in Defense of Rosie Douglas 
is distributing, militant action is necessary 
to gain adequate publicity and effect. (The 
Against Racism and Political Repression (c/o 
BSU, 44 St. George, Toronto, Ontario) and 
others who wanted to unite all those who are 
Opposed, for whatever reasons, to the deport- 
ation of Rosie Douglas.) . 
The newest chapter in the « t's 
harrassment of Rosie occured on August 27th, 
when Rosie was given the choice by Immigration 
officials of going to the Don Jail or signing 
a new bond. The conditions for the new bond 
were the surrender of his passport and his 
agreement to present himself at the Inmigratia 
Office on December 15, 1975 for immediate 
deportation to Daminica. Without a passport, 
Rosie will be unable to travel to a "neutral" 
country——-on deportation he will have no alter- 
native but to return to Dominica. The urgency 
of defending Rosie increases daily-—- 
WE HAVE ONLY 3 MONTHS....ACT NOW! 


Contact and Send Funds to the Committee in 
Defense of Rosie Douglas, P.O.Box 194, Station 
P., Toronto, Ontario 


STOP THE DEPORTATION 
OF ROSIE DOUGLAS 


| eR a” 


HGHT BAGK 


Against the fanfare of Scottish bagpipes, 


sence of the "Right to Lifers' has settled it- 


self into the festivities of the Canadian National 


Exhibition currently being held in Toronto. 
The scene conjures up vivid images of ancient 
prophets sanctimoniously rescuing 'sinners' 
from the ribaldry which supposedly blackened 
their souls, only with a 20th Century flavour 
of reactionary fanatics seeking to preserve 
the ‘sanctity of motherhood and the family'. 
The disquieting fact is that the Right to 
Lifers are not tame rabbits tucked into a 
hutch at the CNE. Rather they are the most 
vocal representatives of a powerful force 
which has succeeded in securing the convic- 
tion and imprisonment of Dr. Henry Morgentha- 
ler for performing abortions. The organized 
core of the Right to Life movement is the 
Catholic Church, centred in Quebec, which has 
had a strong impact everywhere from the high 
rushes of the roller coaster to the high 
echelons of the Canadian Government. 


In times of social and economic crisis, 
the question of women's right to abortion 
has become a political issue contested by 
class forces on an international scale. As 
the fabric of capitalist society disinte- 
grates, the ruling class and its allies feel 
the pressure to reinforce its "moral" as well 
as its "econamic" aspects. The modest gains 
that women have already made--in securing 
some access to contraception, child-care, 
divorce, and abortion--have begun to challenge 
the "traditional" female role, which is a 
critical underpinning to capitalist social 
relations. No surprise then, that the attack 
is on. 

The tipita. yir Pal of carlier trends 


Germany, a law libara inig access to eerie s 


was suspended by a conservative Parliamentary 
grouping. In Holland, Belgium and Luxembourg 
abortion is only available clandestinely to 


DEFEND ABORTION GAINS 


international handicrafts and rip-roaring 
escapades along the Midway, the ominous pre- 


the rich. In countries where the Catholic 
Church is dominant, such as France, Italy and 


Switzerland, abortion continues to be inaccess- to i 


ible to most working class women. In all these 
countries anti-abortion forces are working 
towards further limitations. But, the stakes 
in this battle are high because a new women's 
movement is growing throughout Europe--a 
movement determined to fight against the 
reactionary forces and for the right to abor- 
tion. The July demonstration of 30,000 in 
London was the most spectacular expression 

of the movement to date. 


In Canada, the attack is also on, although 
no mass resistance has yet emerged. The Cath- 


Olic Church which has always been, and remains, 


a strong instrument of bourgeois control in 
Quebec, has succeeded in generating enough 
opposition to abortion to force the federal 
government to retreat on even its previous 
milk toast policies. To accomplish this, the 
Supreme Court has had to tamper with its own 
judicial process by overturning two jury 
acquittals of Dr. Morgentaler and placing' 
him firmly behind bars to serve an 18-month 
sentence. Otto Lang, the Justice Minister, 
has issued intimidating communications to 
hospitals across the country, informing them 
as to the precise letter of the law as it 
relates to abortion. Accompanying this com- 
munication goes Lang's own purple prosy job 
claiming that . The events of 
last month indicate that official repressive 
action on this question will continue. Quebec 
doctors who had signed their name to a public 
statement declaring that they too had part- 
icipated in procuring abortions for women in 
Quebec were interrogated and threatened with 
prosecution by Quebec Police. 


To allow this situatio continue unchal- 
lenged is to guarantee defeat. At this point 
in time, the case of Dr. Morgenthaler is the 
focal point around which the future of abor- 


tion hinges. Although CARAL (Canadian Assoc- 
iation to Repeal the Abortion Laws) has been 
the major organization addressing itself to 
this question, their orientation has basic- 
ally centred on obtaining the support of 
prestigious liberals through letter-writing 


campaigns and petitions. This has so far 
achieved nothing, nor will this change. A 
militant campaign to free Dr. Morgentaler- 
which seeks to engage the broadest forces 
possible and bring them into motion is the 
only road to victory. The anti-abortion 

forces are clear on who their allies are-- 

the Catholic Church, the far right, the 
federal government. We must be clear on 

who ours are--the trade union movement, 
women's groups, NDP riding associations, the 
revolutionary left and many individuals. 

Ad hoc committees can be built on the basis. 
of "Free Dr. Morgentaler" which unites all 

of these forces. If they are democratically 
organized-—agreement on the basic position, 
with the right of all forces to their ow 
fuller positions within the framework of that — 
agreement--a strong united force can be forged. 


A campaign to free Dr. Morgentaler will. 
not win free abortion on demand, nor will it 
achieve the social transformation necessary 
to ensure women the unconditional right to 
control their own bodies. But without it, 
it will be impossible to avert a siqnificant 
reversal of the gains so far achieved by the 
women's liberation movement and secure the 
path towards higher gains. 


SUSAN COLLEY 


Thanks to this article, originally publi- 
shed in the Vancouver Sun, we learned that 
the anti-abortion movement here might soon 
get another active recruit, unless he's | 
barred from immigrating by ‘his “novel and 
distinctive features." Oh well --- our 
loss will be Italy's gain. 


Where will the Pope go if Western Europe 
were ever to fall under the Red Yoke? 


Should such an occasion arise, the Vati- 
can has made preparations for a "pontifical 
storm cellar" in another part of the world 
--the Canadian province of Quebec. 

' Although the Holy See's advisory body has 
pondered the possibility of getting Pope 
Paul VI into the United States if the Cam- 
munists swallowed Italy, the idea has been 
discarded for a number of reasons. One of 
the most important is that the reigning 
group of cardinals does not think the White 
House could extend an official "invitation". 


Papal bigshots are agreed on the necessity 
of choosing a place that is not only halfway 
around the world from the Kremlin but one 
that also has a strong Catholic body. 


Quebec answers these requirements. Out of 
a total population of more than five million, 
about 80 per cent of the people are Roman 
Catholics. The Vatican is convinced that 
Quebec residents are in addition more whole- 
heartedly Catholic than Rome itself. Moreover, 
the main language of Quebec is French, which 
is a tongue Pope Paul speaks. 


Unlike most countries of the world, inclu- 
ding Spain which is a Catholic stronghold, 
religion is not spinning its wheel in Eastern 
Canada, from the point of view of the Vatican. 
Since the Vatican in Quebec would still main- 
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TAKING THE VATICAN TO QUEBEC 


be hemmed in by political curbs. 
tain diplomatic relations with some 50 
countries, His Holiness would therefore not 


In theory the State of Vatican City is 
an independent state, actually the oldest 
government on earth. But because this tiny 
country of 17 square miles serves as head- 
quarters for the world's Roman Catholic 
population, put at some 550 million, the 
Vatican emerges in rank far out of pro- 
portion to its geographical dimensions. 

A pope pulling up stakes for another coun- 
try is not without precedent. In the early 
14th century, for instance, Pope Clement V 
escaped the turmoil of war by fleeing to 
Avignon in Southern France. Later when war 
threatened Avignon, the seat of papal auth- 
ority was taken back to Rome once again. 


Exactly by what means the Supreme Pontittf 
would get to Canada is not fully known by the 
confidential source inside the Vatican. Pro- 


vy 
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vision, nonetheless, has been made to swift 
him away when and if the largest Comunist 
party outside the Iron Curtain gives evidence 
of taking over The Boot. Arrangements have 
also been made to ship out considerable of 
the church's valuable properties along with 
many key Vatican personnel. 


Despite the Soviet bullying of Czecho- 
Slovakia, the clouds of war have lessened 
over the skies of Europe these days. Never- 
theless, the Vatican feels that readiness 
for an evacuation is a basic aspect of its 
overall plan to keep communism at bay. So 
far there is no indication that Vatican 
City has built, or is planning to build, 
any fallout shelter—but in the event of 
a missile attack, it is believed some of 
the deep tombs under St. Peter's Basilica 
would provide goodly protection. 


Much of the Italo-Vatican frontier is 
unguarded, at least the part flanking St. 
Peter's Square. There are no papal troops 
patrolling this border, and any enemy army 
could, if it so wanted, easily invade the 
Vatican City. Easier said than done, hqw- 
ever. Hitler's panzer squads stopped at 
this border and watched sheepishly for 
years as a pair of Swiss Guards silently 
defied them with a simple spear over their - 
shoulders. Such is the power of the Pope's 
"army". 

The Red divest to foist atheism on all 
peoples brings to mind a popular Vatican 
anecdote that's told about Napoleon when 
he was commander of the French army in 
Italy. 


"Don't you know", sneered Napoleon at 
the Vatican's Secretary of State during an 
argument (so the story goes), "that I could 
destroy your Church?" 


To which the prelate answered with a 
shrug: "I doubt it. Not even we priests 
have succeeded doing so in 18 centuries." 
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Marxist Group. He originally emigrated to Canada 
in 1966. On the basis of pacifist objection to the 
US aggression against Vietnam, he renounced his American 
citizenship in early 1967. For the last two years he has 
been carrying on a running battle with the Secretary of 
State's Department, which turned him down for Canadian 
citizenship in 1973. 3 

; The government rejected him on the grounds that he 
1s "a particularly significant security risk", but it 
has refused to make public any concrete grounds for its 
refusal. 

Offley filed his second application for citizenship 
last June, which should be coming before the courts 
Sametime in the fall. An ad hoc Cammittee to Defend 
Will Offley has been organized to build public support 
for his case; it may be contacted through the Sociology 
Department, Trent University, Peterborough, Ontario. 


2 Will Offley is a militant of the Revolutionary 


‘a particularily significant security risk. 


a 
Why are you making your case a public challenge to the 


government? 


The most important reason is the fact that attempting 


backroom deals or lobbying almost never works. ‘The 
only realistic chance I have of getting citizenship is 
from public support for my application. 

(Secretary of State Hugh) Faulkner originally turn- 
ed me down precisely because of my politics; that means 
that to get this sort of support, it has to be made 
clear that the only reason I was refused is that I am 
a revolutionary. From that, it follows that this has 
to be fought openly, as an explicitly political case. 


What do you think your chances of success are? 


That's hard to say. Ultimately everything depends on 
how much impact the publicity around my situation has 
on people across the country, and how much pressure they 
bring to bear on the government. Since the campaign is 
just starting to get underway, it's hard to estimate 
how large that impact will turn out to be. 

I think a couple of factors exist that are probably 
giving the state same headaches. First, I'm under 
house arrest, for all effects and purposes. They turn- 
ed me down, so I don't have permanent status like a 
citizen does--I'm a domiciled immigrant, which means 
I can still be deported. But I don't have any citizen- 
ship, so I can't leave the country at all. It's creat- 
ed problems for them, too, because Faulkner won't be 
able to convince a lot of people that this sort 
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Another big problem is the Royal Commission on Sec- 
_ urity recommendation that citizenship should be given 
to anyone, including members of the Commmist party or 
Subversive organizations, if they hadn't gotten a crim- 
I hadn' : = —— : 
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t does the government mean by designating you as a 


“particularly significant security risk"? 


They have declined to elaborate. However, the phrase 
was used in the Royal Commission report to set up a 
special category of people who the Secretary of State 
can refuse citizenship by ministerial discretion: So 

to make it easier, Faulkner has put me in this category. 


LIBRARY WORKERS 


GETTIN 
READY 


In June, CUPE local 1230, University 
B of Toronto Library workers, began bar- 
gaining for a new contract. If the 
union wins the contract it is seeking, it could 
provide a powerful example for other workers' 
oe , particularly those of campus wor- 
S. f 
Key demands in the union's proposals are: "S 
A wage boost to bring library workers up 
to the average Ontario wage; 
A cost-of-living clause to fight inflation, \ 
plus a retroactive lump sum to make up for 
losses over the last two years; 
No layoffs and no contracting out of work; © 
Accurate and binding job descriptions -—- 
basically, the right to refuse to do 
another worker's job, guarding against 
speed-up and layoff; | 
A shorter work week, which not only fights 
unemployment but relieves pressure on 


1. 


2s 


wamen workers who must cope with the 

"second job" at hame; the union is also 
demanding that part-time and other employees 
not now covered by the contract be inclu- 
ded in the bargaining unit. 

Although the contract expired in June and 
there have been several negotiating sessions, 
the University has not yet made any counter- 
proposals. 


tory of anti-unionism and its attitude of 
"what's wrong with the old contract?", the 
union cannot expect an easy settlement. For- 
tunately, the union is not conducting its 
fight only at the bargaining table. It is 
preparing for a real struggle. 


INTERVIEW 


Will 
UFFLEY 


Unfortuantely, the Byal Commission report said this 
category included only two types of people: spies, and 
individuals who "had had recent, clandestine meetings 
with intelligence agents of a foreign power." Now, the 
KGB may cooperate with the CIA or Interpol, but not. 
with the Fourth International. 

The only way the government could turn me dow was 
to contradict the recommendations of its own Royal 
Commission, to overrule the local court in Toronto that 
gave me citizenship, and to stonewall it—to refuse to 
give out any reasons for its actions. ; 


Do you think your case is part of a broader political 
repression by the Canadian state? 


Yes, but with same qualifications. The federal govern- 
ment has refused citizenship to between five to ten 
thousand applicants since the 1950's on the grounds 
that they were security risks. Every bourgeois state 

99 has done the same sort of thing as part of a routine 
sort of repression against the left. 

The most important qualification that has to be 
made is that it's much more important that the state 
screen out militants and revolutionaries at the point 
of immigrating. As soon as a militant has immigrant 
status, she or he has same means of fighting deport- 
ation, and the Immigration Department is anxious to . 
keep this fram happening. 

| So the whole security strategy of the state is 
_ to exclude revolutionaries before they acquire any 
legal status. Bae es 


-> 


» Then where does exclusion of militants fran citizen- 
* ship fit in? 
~~ = «oq 

Canada, like every capitalist country, 1s a rotting 


| social blight that is perfectly capable of spawning 
' its own revolutionaries. I became a Marxist same years 
| after I immigrated. The same is true of Rosie Douglas. 
The same is true of Hardial Bains. 

The Immigration Department does its best to bar reds 
from the country, but it can't prevent inmigrants fran 
seeing what Canadian capitalism is and what it does. 

It can't prevent immigrants from becoming revolutionar- 
ies. So if (Minister of Manpower and Immigration Robert) 
Andras can't stop immigrants from becoming political, 
'. Faulkner is there to ensure they don't get citizenship. 
k But to return to the question of repression. Every- 
% thing that has happened over the last six months shows 
the growth of repression has singled out some targets 
for special attention. The most important sources of 
radicalization in the country right now, outside the 
he black immigrant caommnities 


. + = — 
native movement, are tł 
an Ontario and Quebec, and the East Indian commity 


< in Vancouver. 2O LO Cee CDe ioci CoL agran 

= 1ryS piayea an ımpc A YOI ge hers oO Sroa F] : 

“4, zers of revolutionary organizations in Canada, and same 
Bee §=6conclusions logically follow. 

eer e No matter how routinely the Canadian state has used 


Immigration and Citizenship laws as instruments of re- 
= pression against the left, the scope of this type of 
repression is going to increase rapidly over the immed- 

iate future. It's a process that has already begun. 
Rosie Douglas, Beryl Saguy-Williams and the 1500 Hait- 
iens are only the tip of an iceberg. 

This trend, and each individual example of this 
sort of repression has to be fought, as vigourously as 
we can. Otherwise, the state will find it increasingly 
easy to intimidate and brutalize every sign of militan- 
cy in every inmigrant commmity in the country: East 
Indians, Blacks, Arabs, Portuguese, Greek, < r whomever. 


THE CUTBACKS | 

CUPE 1230 has led the fight against the 
cutbacks on the U of T campus. Last November, 
the union organized a demonstration together 
with the Graduate Assistant's Association 
(GAA) for a cost-of-living allowance. Subse- 
quently, it initiated a campus coalition inclu- 
ding the GAA, SAC and other representative 
groups which sponsored a large rally against 
the cutbacks this spring. Most recently, 1230 
organized two demonstrations to fight the de- 
facto speed-up that has taken place in the 
library, demanding an expansion of library 
staff. | 

The roots of this increased militancy 
lie in the econamic recession. Unemploy- 
ment is high and there is less demand for 
educated workers. Accordingly, the provin- 
cial government is spending less money on 
education. The University is trying to pass 
its budget cutbacks on to the campus workers, 
by maintaining low salary scales and by lay- 
off and speed-up. But while the University 
claims to have no money for the wages and the 
working conditions of campus workers, it has 
ample amounts for- capital expansion and figh- 
ting unionism (it spent $200,000 fighting the 
certification of the GAA). 

The library administration, claiming a 
half-million dollar budget cut for 1976-77, 
plans to cut 70-80 jobs. Similary threats 
exist in other parts of the campus. Preven-. 
ting these ro He and Ses the 8 - 12% 
wage ceiling University has forced on non- 


ees ins pees — pee 


unionized employees, faculty and the GAA, 


must be the central goal of the CUPE 1230 
truggle. 


S 
In the event of a strike, the union will 
CONTINUED ON PAGE 11 
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Given the administration's his- 
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Portugal. The media is full of outrage and 
‘ear about the ‘threat to democracy’ by the 
orkers and peasants mobilizations. 

Compare that with the stories on Chile-- 
ow a land of poverty and terror. After syste- 
iatically proving the responsibility of the 
IA and US imperialism in the bloody right- 

‘ing coup, what do they tell us about this mar- 
elous example of ‘democracy'? 

So much for their ‘democracy vs dictator- 
nip' hysteria. 

Nevertheless it rings a warning note--the 
amory of the death knoll of the ‘Chilean road 
o socialism’. It is a note which must never 
e allowed to ring in Portugal. And in this re- 
ard, our participation in international soli- 
arity becomes key. 

In April, a comrade of the Ligue Communiste 
avolutionnaire, French section of the Fourth 
ternational, went to Chile to report first 
and. This article is drawn from a four-part © 
aries written early last May by Jean-Pierre 


eauvais in the LCR's woes | ae Rouge. 
| eptemi& e years of military dic- 


tatorship, misery and terror. Two years 
of counterrevolution, during which an 
ntire people have seen their hopes destroyed. 
‘or those Chileans whose whole activity has 
een devoted simply to surviving--that is, the 
reat majority--it has been an eternity. 

As of April 1975, 20.5% of the working pop- 
ulation were unemployed, and with no unemploy- 
sent insurance. Sixty percent of those workers 
tho had jobs were getting the minimum wage for 
ı 49 hour week (80,000 escudos or $21 a month). 
nflation for the last year was 527%. A liter 
‘f milk cost 900 escudos, a kilo of meat costs 
3,000 escudos. At the time of the coup a bus 
cide cost half an escudo--today it is 350. So 
any workers have no choice but to walk. Read- 
ing a newspaper is a luxury--a daily sells for 
200 escudos. 

The productive apparatus——the durable con- 
sumer goods sector—is operating at 45% of its 
capacity. To achieve that-—-for the two are in- 
separately linked-—-more than 30,000 persons 
vere killed, 25,000 deported or jailed amd more 
chan 200, 000 have fled in exile. 

Now two years later, the policy of the of- 


ficers can still be summed up in two words: 


terror and icism. Above all, terror. Though- 
there is no organized force seriously threat- 
aning the regime, the massive yet selective 
=—s«e« gies with the same intensity. The 


Be | = = 


areas are cordoned off and searched svsteu- "A 


tically. The police raids and arrests are given 
enommous publicity. And extremely cynical pro- 
paganda continues to smother the truth. 

In continuing to carry out large-scale re- 
pression, the junta has two goals: 1) to pre- 
vent a realignment of forces in the workers 
movement--both on the trade union and political 
level--through possible mobilizations or act- 
ions however modest, and 2) to prove to the 
bourgeoisie and imperialism that since such a 
policy is necessary, only the junta is capable 
of carrying it out. The aim is to destroy the 
credibility of any present or future sectors 
of opposition fram within the bourgeoisie. 


BOURGEOIS OPPOSITION GROWS 


But the bestial terror and numbing cyncism 
cannot make the Chileans forget the total fail- 
ure of the Gorillas and their econamic am po- 
litical policies. Quite the contrary. In fact, 
the regime is now almost totally isolated lar- 
gely due to its unprecedented economic crisis. 
This is demonstrated by the fact that the 
whole of what remains of the bourgeois Chris- 
tlan Democracy and the great. majority of the 
Catholic church hierarchy (both avid suppor- 
ters of the coup) have gone over into open op- 
position to the junta. 

However, to conclude fram this that the di 
tatorship will rot and collapse by itself would 
be to feed on illusions. Through its repressive 
policy of terror it has created a fantastic po- 
litical vacuum. In these conditions there is 
virtually no credible alternative in the short 
tem either among opposing bourgeois e elements — 

Or in the labour movement. 

_ Nonetheless the Christian Democracy is 

aining credibility as a bourgeois opposition. 

ep it too experienced repression-—especi- 
ally against its once powerful influence in the 
military--the Christian Democracy is mixing the 
demands of the sector it represents 
--to resolve the 45% drop in demand on the in- 
ternal market--with populist and humanist dem- 

. In this it has two trump cards-—-the pre- 
stige it has won through its participation in 
the social service work of the Catholic Church, 
and the open support which the Conmunist Party 
has thrown behind the Christian Democracy. As 
a result it 1s now a major pole for the reor- 
ganization of the workers movement through its 
work in the union structures the junta has set 
up, and outside of these, by taking advantage 


A 
by Jean-Pierre Beauvais 
v, 


of the vacum created by the repression against 
the far-left. 

One of the gravest consequences of the de- 
feat two years ago is that the credibility 
which the Christian Democracy is auuns pS comes 
from the workers—-in the same working class 

which such a short time ago were 
mobilized for socialist revolution. 


SAME IMPASSE FOR THE UP 


And today the various See ae formed 


CL 


role. The only exception is the Communist Party 
which has broken the occasional ties it made 
after the coup with the revolutionary left. It 
is now following a strategy of establishing a 
front with the Christian Democracy. The other 
parties of the fommer UP are continuing on the 
same road as always, the same impasse. When 
the primary task is to draw a clear balance 
sheet of the UP's "peaceful road to socialism" 
there is nothing but confusion. 


BUILDING A REVOLUTIONARY FRONT 


In this context the revolutionary militants 
face immense tasks in helping bring about the 
reconstruction of the workers movement. The 
major group with the potential to concretely 
influence this--the MIR (Movement of the Revo- 
lutionary Left) has survived repression more 
brutal than almost any organization in the his- 
tory of the world revolutionary movement. Des- 
pite the extreme risk of external activity it 
has set up several cells in the slums of San- 
tiago and has won over a nucleus of worker mil- 
itants, members of the Communist Party under 


The Western press portrays the armed strug- 
& gle in Angola as senseless factional blood- 

letting. Reports describe three rival na- 
tionalist organizations, the FNLA (Frente Nacion- 
ale de Libertacao de Angola), UNITA (Uniao Na- 
cional Para Independencia Total de Angola), and 
the MPLA (Movimento Popular de’ Libertacao de An- 
gola) all making a straight grab for power with 
nothing more at stake than which group will rule 
when this former Portugeuse colony is granted 
independance. This picture conveniently. cloaks 
the very real interests of imperialism in the 
Angolan conflict. 

The country's abundant natural resources of 


such as Exxon, Debeers , and Nestles a much more 
intense interest in the outcome of the indepen- 


Portuguese colonies of Mozambique and Suinea+Bis- 
sau. But even more important from a strategic 
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are too weak and divided to play a sign Pea 


the struggle in angola 


oil, diamonds and coffee give multinational giants 


dence struggle here than was the case in the other 


the UP. However, due to its greatly reduced 
size, it has up until now been unable to capi- 
talize on the increased prestige it has won 
throughout Chile. 

The political isolation resulting fram the 
influence and tactics of the reformists poses 
with greater sharpness than ever the problem 
of a revolutionary front. Because the MIR don- 
inates the far left, it is the only organiza- 
tion that can serve as the axis, the backbone, 
of such a front. But at the same time, precise- 
ly because it is such a daminant force, ori 
plays down the need for a revolutionary fron 


~ Numerically, the forces that such a front 


would embrace would not be-—at the 
qualitatively different from those of the MIR 
itself. 

Politically, on the other hand, the impact 
of such a front would be very different on con- 
fused sectors; on waverers in the left of the 
Socialist party; on those who, although iso- 
lated, continue to make demands in the criti- 
cal style of the MAPU (Movimiento de Acciọn 
Popular Unitaria--Movement for United People’s 
Action); and on a mmber of Communist party 
militants. 

This is what our comrades in the Liga 
Communista de Chile (Comunist League of 
Chile) are pressing for in the resolutions of 
their second congress held a few weeks ago in 
Chile. The remarkable activity of this small 
nucleus of Trotskyist militants, their progress 
over these past months, just like the heroic 
amd difficult resistance of the MIR, is not 
without significance in Santiago as the month 
of April draws to an end. 

Defeat and repression, betrayals and man- 


. @uvers, have not been able to snuff out the 


flame of revolution in Chile. 


viewpoint, is Angola's location, with economic 
links to the white supremacist states of South 
Africa and Rhodesia, and bordering on Zaire and 
Zambia, the neocolonial bastions of black Africa. 

This geographic location accentuates the im- 
pact a socialist revolution in Angola would have 
on the whole of southern Africa. The coup that 
toppled the fascist Caetano regime in Portugal 
on April 25, 1974, threw the regimes in South > 
Africa and Zimbabwe (Rhodesia) into a crisis— 
a crisis from which they have still not emerged. 
A red Angola would threaten to unleash a revolu- 
tionary dynamic threatening capitalist rule in 
the entire southern half of the continent. 

And so the stakes in this struggle are inmense 
Despite a recent postponement by Portugal, for- 
mal independance cannot be far off. This forces 
the question of the class character of the new 
state upon all combatants, inside and outside 
the country. Will Angola pass from colonialism 


(Continued on page 15) 
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H ESV HOLEW ORD 


ISSWVATICHING 
PORTUGAL. 


A GOVERNMENT IN CRISIS 


A REACTIONARY OFFENSIVE UNDERWAY 


THREATS TO WORKERS’ UNITY SPAIN ON THE BRINK GIA IN THE WINGS 


The current events in Portugal mark a historic turning point. The 
first revolutionary upsurge that Europe has experienced in decadés 
is unfolding daily. The fate of this upsurge--its victory or defeat, 
will considerably shape European and world history for years to come. 


But the events in Portugal brings the reality of the revolutionary 
process much closer to home. 
international nature of the crisis of capitalism in a way that can 

not be written off as an accident of history.The lessons of Portugal 


In this context it starkly poses the 


will be much more closely heeded in North America. 


Vietnam and Cambodia have provided the heroic example that the vict- 


ory of the revolutionary masses is possible. Yet years of racist and 
anti- communist he ae ne retains a deep effect on the working class 
sortr rica. The Indochir ese example can- still be discounted as _ 


The Bishop of Braga hails his flock by 
Ea his crucifix against a ham- 

mer and sickle. The good Bishop had 
been a pillar of the fascist Salazar dictat- 
orship but now he warns of a new 'dictator- 
ship of the godless cammunists'. Summoning 
the Wrath of the Almighty to punish the can- 
munists, he whips the faithful into a frenzy 
and then abruptly retires to pray in the 
private sanctity of his chapel. The travel- 
ling provocateurs who have been making the 
rounds of the Northern towns now emerge from 
the milling crowd and cast the first stone 
against the Communist Party (CP) headquart- 
ers. Others follow. The rout is on. 

Fifty headquarters of left-wing groups 
have been ransacked and firebombed in similar 
scenes in dozens of small towns in Northern 
Portugal in the past two months. 

In Lisbon the government's crisis contin- 
ues unabated amidst rumours of impending 
coups. Factions jockey for power within the 
amy and the AFM (Armed Forces Movement) . 
Suspicious Sno Ovens are excused as 
‘training exercises’. Same government orders 
are ignored and others are disobeyed openly. 
Communiques are issued and rescinded almost 
immediately. The CP's man in the government: 
troika, Goncalves, hangs on as Premier for 
weeks and finally, on August 29, is removed 
only to be appointed Commander of the Armed 
Forces. The Socialist Party (SP) and the 
right wing Antunes faction of the AFM, who 
have been agitating for his dismissal for 
months are not satisfied and continue to 
agitate. Obviously this latest government 
shuffle resolves nothing. It does not even 
provide a temporary let-up in the government's 
crisis. 


THE CRISIS: NO SOLUTION IN SIGHT 


The SP's exit from the govermment on July 
11 triggered this latest stage in Portugal's 
prerevolutionary crisis. Since then we have 
witnessed; 1) a major confrontation between 
the SP and the CP dangerously dividing tne 
ranks of the working class, 2) the disinte- 
gration of the AFM into open factions creat- 
ing a governmental power vacuum and 3) a wave 
of reactionary violence in the north providing 


the fascists of the old -corporatist state 
their first real opportunity since the fall 
of the dictatorship in April '74 to mobilize 
forces beyond themselves. 

But these spectacular developments are 
only symptoms of the crisis in Portugal, they 
are not its fundamental cause. Beneath the 
surface turmoil, the class polarization of 
Portuguese society continues to broaden and 
deepen. The bourgeois class has yet to find 
a suitable governmental force or political 
party to halt the impetuous advance of the 
proletariat. The workers' upsurge moving 
forward in fits and starts since the April 
'74 coup has shaken the capitalist order to 
its foundations. 

But in the past two months the political 
weakness of the working class' leadership has 
become tragically clear. Its two major par- 
ties, the CP and the SP, are locked in a bit- 
ter power struggle. The bourgeoisie has been 
handed an opportunity to regroup its battered 
forces, mobilize a reactionary backlash, and 
prepare to isolate the far left and the work- 
ers vanguard within the newly formed organs 
of popular power. This has been the first 
time the bourgeoisie has been successful in 
seizing the initiative since the crisis be- 
gan in April 74. Thus far there have been no 
decisive setbacks for the workers movement and 
the class balance of forces still remains 
favourable to the further development of the 
organs of workers power. But a precious mo- 
mentum has been temporarily lost and the 
dangers have, correspondingly risen. 


In the next short period, neither the Saeco 
geoisie nor the proletariat will be able to re- 
solve the situation decisively in their favour. 
Both classes are groping for new leadership and 
a way of out the impasse. This is the real cri- 
sis, the root of the power vacuum in the gover- 
mment, with all of the spectacular events it 
produces. This is at the centre of the great 
potential and the great danger facing the Por- 
tuguese workers movement today. 


ORGANS OF POPULAR POWER GROW 


The defeat of the attempted right-wing coup 
of March 11 ‘75, was followed by a great up- 
surge of mass activity. Factories and business- 
es were occupied, the employers accounting 


And for this reason the need to clearly analyse and explain the Port- 

wees events is a pressing task. This dossier is a contribution by = 
the RMG to clarify our analysis of the Port e. Fg Teor ca 
urther analysis by the Feurth International l INPRECOR. 


books were seized and experiments in workers 
control were widespread. The capitalist res- 
ponse--economic sabotage, lockouts, and layoffs 
--were met by demands for nationalization and 
in many cases, for nationalization under wor- 
kers control. 

Land seizures in the south intensified, and 
peasant leagues began to grow. Corresponding to 
these advances, the workers and their allies 
made great strides in self-organization--in de- 
veloping 'the organs of popular power' as they 
are commonly called in Portugal. Worker's cow- 
missions had appeared to a very limited extent 
before March 11 but afterward they spread as 
workers sought the ways and means to place pro- 
duction under their control. In the main cities 
of Lisbon and Porto, tenant and neighbourhood 
commissions also sprung up, and in the ranks 
of the army, barracks committees appeared. 

Reeling from this offensive, the ruling. 
class was forced to rely upon the AFM to pre- 
serve the fragile structures of the bourgeois 
State and be the final protector of private 
corporate property. It had no other choice. 

The bourgeoisie's lack of became 
particularly clear in April '75 when the 
AFM forced all the major parties (including 
the bourgeois PPD) to sign the electoral 
pact which stripped the Constituent Assembly 
of any real power. 


THE AFM BEGINS TO DISINTEGRATE 


But the AFM failed to live up to its 
bourgeois expectations. Following the April 
25, 1975 elections (which gave a plurality 
to the SP, and an overall majority to the 
workers parties) the tempo and depth of the 
workers' offensive intensified. The capitalist 
press interpreted the election as a defeat for. 
the CP, which only received 13% of the vote to 
the SP's 38%. But the capitalists conveniently 
amit the fact that the SP's electoral progran 
was far to the left of the CP, and that the 
67% total for the SP, CP and far left repre- 
sented a resounding defeat for the bourgeois 
parties. 

There was a waveof factory occupations 
which led to demands for nationalization under 
workers control. The AFM vacillated and then 
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When the SP broke fram the government 
on July 16th its leader Mario Soares 
said. "The SP has lost a battle but 
not the war." The war he then proceeded to 
wage against the CP, raising the spectre of 
the Stalinists turning Portugal into a con- 
centration camp, has succeeded in danger- 
ously setting the ranks of the working class 
against itself and opening the door for a 
regroupment of the reactionary right in Por- 
tugal with the full support of imperialisn. 
In the space of two months, Soares won the 
war with the CP, but in the process.the work- 
ing class lost precious momentum to the right 
from which it has not yet recovered. 


DEMOCRACY YES, BUT DEMOCRACY FOR WHOM? 


Soares tried to make democracy the cen- 
tral issue of his attack on the CP and the 
far left. In a country that has not seen a 
shred of democracy for 50 years this was 
bound to strike a responsive chord. But demo- 
cracy for whom? For Soares bourgeois demo- 
cracy, despite the fact that the working 
Class has gone considerably beyond the 
bounds of bourgeois democracy already and is 
presently taking liberties that no stable 
Capitalist regime could tolerate. This is 
why Soares says "the revolution is going too 


third international 


fourth international 


LGI 


The explosive rise of mobilizations of 

the Portuguese working class following 

the collapse of the fascist Caetano re- 
gime has developed far more rapidly than the de- 
velopment of a workers' party capable of leading 
these mobilizations to the seizure of state power. 

The combativity, insolence and daring of the 
Portuguese masses have yet to be matched by the 
political understanding of how to resolve the 
present crisis through extending their struggles 
into a revolutionary insurrection. 

A half-century of fascism has left its mark on 
the Portuguese workers, whose inexperience, lack 
of traditions and political weakness have left 
them vulnerable to the demagogy of the SP lead- 
ers, and the sectarianism of the CP. 

This historical legacy has meant that. the uni- 
fication of the working class and its organiza- 
tions is absolutely essential for the revolution- 
ary process to succeed. Since Caetano's fall, the 
Liga Comunista Internacionalista (Portuguese 
sympathizing organization of the Fourth Interna- 
tional) has based all of its political work around 
this central premise. 

The AFM has made repeated attempts, first with 
its ‘electoral pact' and later with the July guide 
document, to subordinate the independent workers' 
organizations to itself. The LCI has consistent- 
ly opposed these maneuvers by the AFM, refusing 
to sign the electoral pact and running in the 
election anyway. The LCI has called for the abso- 
lute independence of the workers', soldiers', 
peasants' and tenants’ organizations, and has 
called on the left currents in the AFM to adhere 
to these organizations, to refuse to repress 
workers struggles and to support full democratic 
rights for the soldiers. 

During the SP-CP struggle over the last two 


The Communist Party is under fierce at- 
tack in Portugal. Egged on by Catholic 
bishops, moks in northern towns have ran- 
Sacked same fifty party offices in late July 
and August, making it perilous even to be known 
as a communist (of any variety)in the region. 

This extreme situation demands a principled 
defense of the CP by all sectors of the left 
and the working class. Except for the most ra- 
bid anti-Soviet Maoists, the far left has res- 
ponded with initiatives for common defense. A 
small but growing proportion of the base and 
the left of the leadership of the Socialist 
Party (SP) has recognized the danger of the 
gathering right-wing stom and has also called 
for working class unity against anti-communist 
attacks. 
THE PCP’S LESSON FROM CHILE | 

The CP must be defended. This does not ab- 
solve it however from a sizeable responsibili- 
ty in provoking (and almost inviting) a grave 
attack not only on its own organization but 
also upon the workers' and soldiers’ camis- 
Sions and the vanguard of the Portuguese re- 
vo onar process. 
Cou Tas po to al ty itself at all costs, with 


months, the LCI has repeatedly made attempts to 
reach the working class base of the SP with the 
call for workers' unity of SP and CP militants 
against the attacks from reaction that have 

Opened up under the cover of Soares' maneuvers. 

Simultaneously, the comrades have denounced 
the sectarian maneuvers of the CP leadership-- 
which nas denounced the SP as 'social-fascist' 
and attempted to physically block SP demonstra- | 
tions. 

Workers unity is not an abstract cure-all, but 
an immediate, urgent and practical task. For the 
camrades of the LCI, this unity must be devel- 
Oped through a united front of all the workers' 
organizations against the reactionary offensive; 
a united front which must include the CP and SP 
workers and those of the far left, as well as 
the trade unions, etc. Its inmediate tasks are 
clear: to defend and to extend the democratic 


organs of popular power, to strengthen the links 
between the workers organizations and the rank- 
and-file soldiers in the barracks; to give the 

working class arms and military training, to de- 
bate critical questions of strategy, and to act. 

Within the far left, the ICI has already ~ 
gained a significant political weight. In July 
it drew 6000 to a public meeting in defense of 
the political prisoners in Spain. On numerous 
occasions the LCI has participated jointly with 
the MES, the PRP and the LUAR to magnify the eae 
litical impact of the far left on the workers' 
movement. 

But within this framework of united action with 
other left tendencies the LCI nas shown its 
Capacity for taking its own initiatives. On March 
ll, as soon as the reactionary coup attempt was 
announced, the comrades occupied printing houses 
in Porto and Lisbon. Together with the workers 
they ran off tens of thousands of leaflets calling 
for central mobilizations and workers barricades 
against the coup, for workers defence squads, 
and for the soldiers to arm the workers. In Porto, 
the comrades met with the CP and divided the city 
into defence sectors--the CP organized the barri- 
cades and mobilizations in the northern half of 
the city, while the LCI took the south. 


There is still no revolutionary workers’ party 
in Portugal capable of unifying the working class 
under its leadership. But the LCI has made a cri- 
tical contribution in action towards the construc- 
tion of such a party, and we salute then. 


fast" and why he attacks the growing "anarc 
and indiscipline" of the workers. Far from 
having too little democracy, the workers ha 
too mich, to follow the procapitalist logic 
of Soares. Stability is needed to "restore 
confidence" and "to encourage European and 
American investment to remedy the unemploy- 
ment problem." The capitalists must have th 
right to fire workers at will, and exploit 
them 5 days of the week, in return for the 
worker's right to vote once every two years 
The greatest working class democracy in 
Portugal right now exists in the workers 
commissions. Here political tendencies con 
pete freely for influence œn the basis of 
their program. Votes are taken daily on cri 
tical issues and then carried out directly 
the workers themselves. The urgent need is 
extend these democratic organs to the entir 
class. But this is a form of democracy that 
threatens Soares, just as it threatens Wils 
Schmidt and all their ilk. This is why Soar 
camplains that the proposals in the AFM gui 
document “interfere with the powers of the 
Constituent Assembly which has the respons- 
ibility of defining the status of the worke 
cammissions and neighbourhood committees." 
Soares also raises the spectre of the AF 
turning the country into a military dictato 


the Amed Forces Movement (AFM). Taken into 
AFM's privileged council, CP leader Cunhal | 
tried to jockey for exclusive influence the 
against all other political parties across ° 
spectrum. Cunhal's line is that the AFM wil. 
lead the revolution, and the CP will be its 
civilian party! Politics down below--on the 
streets, in the barracks, in the workers ca 
missions, is all secondary-~a means to the ı 
of staying in favour with the generals. 

This ‘strategy’ flows directly from wha 
Moscow and Cunhal have obviously concluded | 
the party's 'mistake' in Chile. This tine, ` 
won't ignore the amy: The only trouble is : 
for them this does not mean organize in the 
base of the amy, but rather, huddle close - 
its generals at the top. 


CP: PLAYING INTO THE SP’S HANDS 


Only too eager to prove its mettle by 
being the AM's strongarm in the working cli 
the CP set out on a rightist course after tl 
coup in April 1974, breaking strikes and chi 
nelling upsurges ( for example, Post Office, 
Denouncing _ 
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‘the second wave of wage demands as 'excessS- 


ive', the party stressed hard work and cham 


ship, and here again the real intent of the 
SP leader is the opposite of his rhetoric. 
The SP signed the electoral pact with AFM 
in the first place, at a time when it was 
sitting in the AFM's government as it had: 
for 12 months. Now as the AFM splits into 
open factions and, far from being a dictator- 
ship, has no central authority as a govern- 
ment at all, the SP allies with its right 
wing led by Melo Antunes. The ‘Antunes 9' 
put out a counter document to the AFM guide 
document. Its central theme echos Soares - 


the danger of growing indiscipline in the amy 


and in society at large. The need is fora 
tightening up, a restoration of order in the 
barracks and in the factories. The Antunes 
wing are pro-NATO, and also (like the SP 
leaders) want to see Portugal in the Euro- 
pean Common Market - the market of monopoly 
capital. 


SP: IMPERIALISM’S TRUMP CARD IN PORTUGAL 


Is it any wonder then, that the SP under 
Soares leadership, has become the great hope 
for the imperialists, like Kissinger, who met 
with Soares last month? Not that the SP is 
Kissinger's favorite type of political ally, 
but at least it has the virtue of being a 


mass party in Portugal right now, and it is 
playing a critical role-—splitting the work- 
ing class--isolating the militants in the 
popular organs of power--acting as a cover 
for right wing mobilizations which have 
smashed the CP and the far left heavily in 
the North. The ruling class inside and out- 
side Portugal gave up on the present govern- 
ment of the AFM as a force capable of curbing 
the working class upsurge, when the guide ~ 
document came out. (It talked about extend- 
ing the organs of popular power and transfor- 
ming the present state structure into a work- 
ers state.) The bourgeoisie has now shifted 
its allegiance to Soares, for the time being 
at least, a worthy ally. His cries about dem- 
ocracy being endangered lay the ground work 
for a future imperialist intervention as 
President Ford has hinted aminously. And now, 
in a rare act of unanimity, the European soc- 
ial democrats have formed a committee of 21 
parties to support the PSP, publically, fin- 
ancially and any other way. (The CIA will 
like this as a cover.) 


Thus far, the SP leaders have failed 
to move in any way to block the reactionary 
violence they helped set in motion. (The CP 
must share in the responsibility for this 


too. See box.) But let us be perfectly clear 
that ultimately the social democrats do this 
at their own risk. If sectors of the workers 
movement can be isolated and attacked with 
impunity, if the workers remain divided and 
incapable of responding, if their upsurge is 
dissipated, then the way is paved for a 
frontal assault to crush the working class. 
This will be an assault which will not, in 
its frenzy, spare the workers base of the SP 
or for that matter the SP as an organization. 
There are now embryonic signs of rupture with 
in-the SP. At Evora, 50 militants occupied 
party headquarters to protest against support 
for the rightist project of Antunes and the 
leadership's alliance with reactionary forces 
(le. the regional military commander). The 
Signs however, remain preliminary. The spread 
of dissension has been significantly delayed 
by the block of Stalinist sectarianism. Only 
the workers united front can provide mechan- 
isms whereby the working class base of SP, 
can break fram the course of its leadership, 
only the generalization and extension of 

the workers and tenants commissions can en- 
sure the way forward and guarantee the demo- 
cratic rights of SP members. 


HAROLD LAVENDER Sept. 2, 1975 
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ioned the AFM"s battle for production while 
the workers increasingly engaged in a battle 
for the means of production. 

This right wing position contrasted un- 
favourably with the more ‘left’ demagogy of 
the SP and the increasing capacity for action 
of the far left. The CP ran the risk of being 
massively outflanked in the workers' upsurge. 
Its own ranks, swelling enormously after the 
coup, began to push for a left turn. This 
pressure increased after the right turn of 
the SP and Soares’ hysterical charges that 
the Stalinists wanted "to turn Portugal into 
a concentration camp". Soares combined this 
demagogy with his defence of 'democracy';it 
had a profound effect among the least con- 
scious layers of the proletariat and espec- 
lally the Northern peasantry. Instead of res- 
ponding with a revolutionary program which 
would undercut this demagogy and speak to the 
real social and economic needs of these layers 
the CP continued to maneuver, playing right 
into Soares' hands. Reverting to 1930's style 
rmetoric, Qmhal branded the SP “social fas- 
-tried to set up barricades to stop a 


P demonstrations. These sectarian maneuvers 
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not only failed miserably to stop the SP 
offensive, nor to provoke the AFM into doing 
this, but also lent credibility to Soares' 
diatribes. 


THE PRICE OF SECTARIANISM 


The emergence of open splits in the AFM 
dealt yet another blow to the CP leadership's 
strategy for the revolution from above. Out- 
flanked on its right by the SP and its left 
by the far left, the party began to lose 
support even wi<’ in the AFM. Desparately it 
set out to safeguard its influence by margin- 
alizing the SP, and at the same time trying 
to prevent the far left from reducing the 
CP's influence in the organs of popular 
power. Its bureaucratic maneuvering and 
sectarian posturing grew. 


Rather than convincing SP workers a united 


front was necessary against the reactionary 
backlash, the CP leadership only succeeded in 


convincing them maybe Soares was right. The CP 


in fact displayed its well known contempt for 
political Opposition within the working class 
and its typically Stalinist substitution of 
Organizational control for winning political 


Spain is a powderkeg. It is poised on 
the brink of an explosion which could 
set off reverberations across the con- 
tinent of Europe, and Angel Otaegui and Jose 
Antonio Garmendia may well supply the spark 
that touches it off. 

Garmendia and Otaegui were sentenced to 
death by a military tribunal on August 28. 
They are both militants of the Basque nat- 
ionalist organization ETA-5. Garmendia is 
a 23 year old student who was accused of 
killing a member of the fascist Civil Guard. 
Otaegui, a 33 year old mechanic, was accused 


- of complicity and of harbouring Garmendia 


in his home. 

Garmendia was shot in the head by the 
cops when he was arrested. According to 
the psychologists who testified at his 
trial, he now has the mental capacity of 
a 10 year old. Witnesses at the trial were 
unable tò identify him as the person who 
shot the Civil Guard. 

A week before the sentences were pronoun- 
ced, the Francoist regime brought down its 
preparations to contain the mobilizations it 
knew would be provoked. It decreed a two-year 
state of exception, incorporating the most 
sweeping repressive measures that Spain has 
seen in a decade, and consigning the myth of 
"liberalization' to the garbage heap forever. 

he state of exception is designed to 


. crush the tidal wave of opposition to the 


attempted murder of Garmendia and Otaegui 
The Francoist regime is well aware that the 
death penalty would provoke a test of stren- 
gth with the working class that might engulf 
and destroy the ailing regime. 

Other lives are at Staxe too. Five members 
of FRAP (a generally Maoist organization) are 
currently on trial. The fascist prosecutor has 
accused them of assassinating a cop, and is 
demanding the death penalty. And soon Eva 
Forest and Antonio Duran and their comrades 
will be on trial with their lives at stake as 
well. 


influence. Any appeals the CP made for working 
Class unity against the right wing dangers — 
were undermined by their own failure to as- 
sure the Socialist Party and other currents 
of their political right to participate fully 
in the direction of the proposed united front. 

These actions only further weakened the CP 
and increased its isolation. On the defensive, 
Cunhal has drawn back slightly from his dis- 
astrous sectarianism towards the SP and has 
also turned to the far left, accepting propos- 
als for collective self defense. These are 
faint signs of a certain recognition of real- 
ity - very little and very late to be sure - 
but certainly an improvement over a month 


The workers movement has paid a very high 
price for the disasterous duel between the CP 
and the SP in the past two months. Gains have 
been made by the far left in this debacle, as 
both the reformist parties discredited them- 
selves. But this can not, unfortunately, come 
close to compensating for the confusion and 
disarray suffered in the ranks of the work- 
ing class, from which it has yet to recover. 


WALLY SECCOMBE 


Sept. 2, 1975 


 Spaill- the tinder is it 


The scope of opposition to the death sen- 
tences is immense. When the verdict was 
announced a wave of illegal mass demonstra- 
tions swept Spain. The mobilizations were 
exceptionally large in Euzkadi, where the 
Francoist cops fired on the demonstrators in 
San Sebastian and Zarauz, wounding several 
people in each case. There were general strikes 
in at least two counties of Euzkadi on the same 
day. All of this occurred the same day the 
sentences were pronounced. 

In France, 30,000 demonstrators mobil- 
ized against the dictatorship, while simul- 
taneous demonstrations took place throughout 
the Basque provinces in southwest France. 
Demonstrators in Bayonne attacked the Spanish 
consulate and the Bank of Bilbao with molotov 
cocktails, while part of the Paris demonstra- 
tion occupied the Notre Dame Cathedral for 
two hours. 

In Brussels, demonstrators invaded the 
Spanish embassy, breaking windows, throwing 
paint on the walls, and generally expressing 
their displeasure with the torture and murder _ 
of the fascist regime. In Lisbon, 1000 demon- 
strators in front of the Spanish consulate 
were broken up by the police who used tear 
gas and fired into the crowd to disperse it. 


In addition to these mobilizations, 
bourgeois and reformist individuals and | 
organizations have reacted to this new bar- 
barity of the Franco regime with alarm. Even 
the Archbishop of Madrid appealed to Franco's 
"christian sentiment" and pleaded for him to 
"give grace to the two victims" by commuting 
their sentences. 

Iast year's murder of Salvador Puig 
Antich, an anarchist militant accused of 
shooting a fascist cop showed that Franco's 
regime will stop at nothing to repress anyone 
threatening its survival. Now Franco's 
hangmen want more: Garmendia, Otaegui, the 
five comrades of FRAP, Forest, and Duran. 

We must not let them die: 
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ratified them, after the fact, providing they 
steered clear of foreign capital. The workers 
correctly understood this as a big victory won 
by their own initiative. The AFM's left wing 
set out to became the best builders of the 
workers commissions. The purpose of this was 
to thereby co-opt the commissions and integrate 
them into the state. It didn't work. This 
initiative by AFM radicals only stimulated the 
development of workers conmissions without, 
in the main, compromising their character as 
embryonic organs of working class power. The 
capitalist social fabric was being seriously 
ri 

If ‘the AFMwas an unsatisfactory instru- 
ment for restoring capitalist stability, it 
was by no means able to solve the problems of 
the masses either. Without leading the revo- 
lution forward nor being able to drag it back, 
the AFM could only preside over the precipi- 
tous collapse of the Portuguese economy and 


_ eventually of its own governing structure. 


Class polarization, dividing the entire 
society, inevitably tore the AFM into warring 


_ factions. As a cohesive force, speaking with 


a single voice and capable of unitary auth- 
ority, the AFM has disintegrated for the time 
being at least. Unable to straddle the class 
fence any longer, its right moderate wing 
began actively to plot against the centre 
(around Goncalves) while the anti-Moscow 
radical wing, headed by Carvalho and centered 
in the COPOON (security police), talked in 
utopian terms about bypassing the political 
parties and setting up a ‘workers state’ 
based on the organs of popular power. 


AHE GUIDE DOCUMENT: THE AFM TRIES TO UNIFY 


on July 8, following a week of intense 
debate, the Revolutionary Council of the AFM 
by a narrow majority passed a ‘guide document.' 
This was intended to unify the AFM behind a 
Single coherent future orientation, but it 
failed to do so. Leaders of the right wing 
faction undermined the document's authority 
by absenting themselves from its final -pass- 
age in the Council. This began their align- 
ment with the SP against the t that 
was to become apparent in the following weeks. 

The document promised a very different 
future for Portugal than the ‘pluralisn' 
(code word for bourgeois democracy) con- 
stantly mentioned in the past. It encouraged 
the formation of organs of popular power to 
become the lowest level of the present state 
structure. The guide document proposes here 
the gradual conversion of the bourgeois state 
into a workers state. This is a radically 
different proposition than the Marxist con- 
ception, where these organs are created as 
the building blocks of a new state, to 


break up and replace the old one. = 

Despite ae crucial difference, it is 
nevertheless important to recognize that 
the document appeared to the workers as a 
general expression of their hopes and there- 
fore encouraged them to push forward as quickly 
as possible. 

The ruling class did not fail to note 
this essential fact. The PPD, the bosses 
confederation, and the Catholic bishops, 
denounced the AFM document with one voice. 
No more bowing and scraping, no more polite 
Civility towards this regime, which had 
proven its incapacity to hold the line 
against the workers upsurge: Now it was war: 


THE SP LEAVES GOVERNMENT 


For the SP also, the guide document was 
too much. On July 11, the Socialist Party 
announced its withdrawal from the goverment. - 
Using the fevered climate stirred up in the 

lica newspaper affair, the party 

aun a well-planned campaign. Soares' 
concern with the potential growth and in- 
fluence of the workers conmissions is made 
quite clear in his initial news conference 
on leaving the government: 

"There are many proposals outlined in 

the guide document that interfere with 

the powers of the Constituent Assembly, 


which has the responsibility for example 
of defining the status of the workers 
comissions and neighbourhood committees, 
the institutions of local, mmicipal, 
district and regional power." 

Soares hit out at the CP influence in the 
goverment, raised the spectre of communist 
totalitarianism, and blamed the goverment 
for the. growing "anarchy' in the face of the 
economic crisis. His capitalist intentions 
for Portugal were made crystal clear in this 
statement: "we must encourage European and Am- 
erican investment to remedy the unemployment 
problem, but the first condition for doing 
this is to restore confidence". 

In the following weeks, the Soares cam- 
paign mobilized mass demonstrations and at- 
tacked the government fram the right. Appeal- 
ing to a potent mixture of fears about the 
outcome of the crisis, healthy desires to 
safeguard democratic rights, and good old anti- 
communist prejudice, Soares provided an open- 
ing for the far-right which had been laying 
low since the April '74 coup. Rallies in the 
northern towns organized by SP,PPD, and the 
Catholic Church took on an increasingly react- 
ionary character and the wave of violence 
against left-wing militants and CP ee 
ers began. 


As this campaign took off, perpren iron- 
ically by the CP's on sectarianism towards 
the SP (see article on CP)the guide document 
and the AFM's ‘unity’ received another blow 
fram the 'moderate' right wing within the 
amy officer corps who warned in thier own 
manifestoes that the Portuguese revolution was 
moving too fast, that order within the ranks 
of the amy was breaking down and must be 
strictly re-asserted and that order in society 
at large also needed to be re-established. 
With the right-wing mobilization developing, 
the position of these officers within the am- 
ed forces, particularly in the North, was 
strehgthened 


SP’S SOARES: SAVIOUR OF’ DEMOCRACY’ 


The imperialists of course were inmensely 
cheered by these developments.This was the 
first good news for them coming out of Port- 
ugal in quite some time. Soares became their 
man - the saviour of 'democracy' (i.e., capi- 
talism) on a continent menaced by communisn. — 
In Eurpoe too the daminoes could fall. The 
right wing social democrats of Europe (Wilson 
Schmidt et. al.) have also jumped on the Soa- 
res bandwagon, (see article on SP)thus keep- 
ing the SP's coffers full and promising to 
drum up full international support for the SP 
leadership's right-wing course among their 
own memberships. 

The Western press has featured full cover- 
age of the violence in the North with a bare- 
ly disguised glee that the Communists. are 
"getting theirs". Lynch mob scenes are char- 
acterized of course in the bourgeois press as 
a defence of democracy: These were the same 
champions of democracy for the SP in the Rep- 
ublica newspaper affair where the party always 
retained a ai e a ice ho eo press and was never deprived 


of its capacity to publish its views. But now 
when the CP and the far left have been literal- 
ly driven underground in one third of the cow- 
try,the bourgeois editorialists,go so far as 
to laud this attack as a defence of democracy: 
In fact the Catholic hierarchy which spearhead- 
ed the attacks on the CP and the far left, 
were the fundamental props of the fascist dic- 
tatorship. Another new-found saviour of demo- 


cracy! 
THE THREAT AND THE WAY FORWARD 


The continued violence in the north has 
been the breeding ground for the beginnings 
of a force that could be used in a major of- 
fensive against the workers' movement. The 
EIN (Army of National Liberation), now gather- 
ing across the border in Spain, only months 
ago seemed a pathetic plaything of former Sal- 
arazists dreaming of a return to the good old 
days. Now it takes on a chillingly menacing 
reality . Added to this is the considerable 
potential to strengthen the right-wing which 
the migration to Portuqal of 300,000 white 
colons from Angola brings. Already they have 
been used in demonstrations. Soares has sown 
an ominous wind. The entire workers’ movement 
must take concrete steps to protect itself 
from reaping the whirlwind. 

Concrete actions and alliances which create 
unity in the class are an urgent neces- 
sity in Portugal. It is indeed a promising 
Sign that, despite the potentially lethal 
divisiveness of the CP and SP leaderships, 
there is a braod recognition and considerable 
pressure in the working class for unity in 
action. Unity can only be cons around 

Specific initiatives to defend all. the otgan- 
zations of the working class fram attack by 
the far right and to preserve and extend the 
gains of the organs of popular power at every 
opportunity. As the last period has made pain- 
fully clear, no unity can be built unless all 
tendencies in the workers movement have the 
democratic right to present and organize around 
their views. The CP's notorious obstruction 


on this must be defeated, and persis- 
tent attempts must be made to pull the Social- 
ist Party into these alliances--both the party 
as a whole and its rank and file working class 
members. 

The workers', sailors’, tenants', and 
peasants’ organizations, still in their infant 
stages, are very unevenly developed. Not only 
their increase, but also their co-ordination 
both along industry-wide and regional lines is 
essential. Such centralization has already be- 
gun and must now be extended. 

Only when the organs of popular power have 
been broadened and matured can the majority 
of workers begin to see tiem as a serious alt- 
ernative to the Constituent Assembly. As the 
locus of both workers' democracy and class 
erthese organs will then begin to turn the at- 
tention of the masses of workers away from the 
Constituent Assembly towards their own embryon- 
ic state. At this point, the vanguard will be 
able to agitate among all the oppressed for a 
Workers’ Government based on the conmissions. 
Due to the underdeveloped nature of these or- 
gans however, it is now premature to agitate 
for this type of government raising as it does 
fears of undemocratic takeover in the broad 
ranks of the working class. At this time, the 
primary work of preparation must be devoted to 
defending and extending these popular organs 
in factories, offices, barracks, neighbour- 
hoods and on seized land in the countryside. 


Here in Canada, a broad movement of soli- 
darity must be prepared now to stay the hand 
of imperialism. Hands Off Portugal: Full 
Solidarity With the Portuguese Workers and 
Peasants! 


WALLY SECCOMBE Sept. 1, 1975 
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BC IWA: OUT ON A LIMB 


By rejecting the BC NDP government medi- 

ator's proposal on August 29th to end the 

strike in the BC forest industry of the 
two pulp and paper unions and the Internation- 
al Woodworkers Association (IWA), the union 
membership has put both the govermment and the 
labour bureaucrats in a tight spot. 

For the NDP the dilenma is either to allow 
a long, bloody fight in an industry which pro- 

_ duces half the province's revenue or to bow to 
the shrill screams of the press and introduce 
back-to-work legislation. And while it could 
soften the blow by legislating a slightly bet- 
ter settlement than proposed, the political im- 
plications would be the same. 

On the other hand, the bureaucracy is now 
faced with leading a fight which it had des- 
perately attempted to avoid. And now the NDP 
is no longer in a position to bail it out. But 
militants have no reason to cry over the lab- 
our brass' spilled milk. 


BUREAUCRATS’ DANGEROUS POLICY 


Despite its righteous cries of indignation 
at labour legislation which places incredible 
restrictions on the trade unions, BC's union 
bureaucracy has continued to co-operate with 
the NDP govermment in its attempts to "secure 
and maintain industrial peace, and further har- 
monious relations between employers and en- 
ployees." (Bill 84). The complete bankruptcy 
of that policy could well lead the forest un- 
ions to a major defeat at the hands of the bos- 
ses and the govermment--a defeat which the 
Social Credit had been unable to impose in its 
twenty year rule. 

Now, the leadership of the three forest 
unions--particularly the IWA--is faced with a 
serious slump in the world market for lumber. 
But instead of preparing for a long, tough 
fight it decided to rely on an intervention by 
the NDP govermment to resolve the - The 


to fight the massive layoffs - 


IWA did nothing 

“in the lumber mills in the past year. The un- 
ion's leaders were more interested in waging a 
fight to crush its rank and file opposition. 
None of the unions did anything to prevent the 
campanies from amassing huge stockpiles to be 
in a position to sit out a long strike. Asa 
result, the bosses' Forest Industrial Relations 
Council, emboldened by the failure of the un- 
ions to prepare for a tough struggle, refused 
to offer the workers any wage increase at all 
except an extension of the totally inadequate 
COLA clause won in the last contract. 

In the face of this hardened opposition, 
the forest union leadership's response (par- 
ticularly the IWA) has been campletely inade- 
quate. Despite the large strike vote of all 
the unions--82% in the case of the IWA--they 
all willingly accepted the NDP's appointment 
of Chief Justice Hutcheon as a special media- 
tor. Yet to their horror-—-were they really so 
surprised-—Hutcheon's proposal was a joke. He 


offered the unions $1.55 an hour over two years 


while they were asking for $1.00 to $1.50 an 

hour over one year. Even worse he proposed to 
drop the COLA clause in the first year of the 
contract and to introduce a completely useless 


COLA in the second year. (It will only be oper- 


ative for the amount that inflation increased 


beyond 12%!) Nor were most of the union demands 


met. 


A STATESMEN OR A CONTRACT? 


Despite Barret's urging the unions to acc- 
ept this 'reasonable' offer the pulp unions ' 
leaders recammended and won a rejection vote 
of 84%--even higher than the rejection of the 

*, 


companies' last offer. The IWA negotiating com- 
mittee split down the middle with president 
Jack Munroe casting the deciding ballot in 
favour of acceptance. } , who had already 
effectively broken up the newly formed allia- 
nce between the IWA and the pulp unions by - 
keeping his membership at work when the other 
two unions went on strike on July 16th, was 
praised for his "statesmanlike" and "respon- 
sible" leadership by both the government and 
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Library Workers -~-~ 


be prepared to fight. Its greatest strength 

is its informed and involved rank and file. 
Unlike many other contract negotiations, the 
bargaining committee is mandated to report to 
the membership after each meeting. A democra- 
tically-chosen strike cammittee has been orga- 
nized and is involving the rank and file 
throught — preparation of a network 
of picket captains, and other activities. Most 
importantly, it has already begun to seek sup- 
port from other campus workers and students. 
This support is crucial if the fight is to be 
won. 

By themselves, the library workers have 
only a small striking force. The University 
could hold out, for at least a short period 
of time, against the disruption of library ser- 
vices. But against a common front of campus 
workers and with the backing of students, the ` 
administration would have to yield. The exam- 
ple of the joint union council of campus wor- 
kers which supported the AESES strike at the 
University of Manitoba last spring, shows the 


practical power of such unity. 

There the joint council was able to mount 
lunch hour demonstrations against the provin- 
Cial government. This popularization of the 
strike was instrumental in forcing the admini- 
stration to the negotiating table. 


SUPPORT COMMITTEE 


The union has in fact affirmed the neces- 
sity of a support conmittee based on library 
workers’ leadership. Anyone who the 
struggle and accepts the union's responsibility 
for deciding the strategy of the strike may 
participate. Leafletting of students as they 
return to school and a rally early in the school 
year, are being considered to build support for 
the union's demands. The decision of the union 
to involve students in support of its fight is 
an important step forward. In the past it has 
been reluctant to call on students to join them. 

In recent years, students too have shown a 


the bourgeois press. The largest region of 
woodworkers (on the coast) however decided 
that they preferred a good contract to a pop- 
ular statesman, and rejected the proposal by 
51.2%. The much smaller section in the south- 
ern interior voted acceptance by 84%. 

Even though the pulp unions will be set- 
ting up pickets which will close down the en- 
tire industry Munroe is still maneuvering to —— 
prevent a strike of his own membership. Saying 
that he was "disappointed with the vote on 
the coast, he will now attempt to get same fur- 
ther concessions from the ies within the 
basic framework of Hutcheon's proposals and then 
call another vote to avoid a strike. Because 
of his attempts to avoid a struggle at any cost 
and the resulting split among the three unions 
and within the IWA, the companies may well de- 
cide that they do not need to make any conces- 
sions at all. Whether the negotiating conmittee 
will go along with Munroe remains to be seen. 

In any event the divisions within the member- 

ship are likely to increase with same workers 

walking off the job and others crossing picket : 
lines set up by the pulp unions. 

NO BACK-TO-WORK LEGISLATION; . 

The IWA leadership have created an incred- 
ibly dangerous situation for the workers. The 
NDP will now be under increased pressure to 
resolve the dispute through back-to-work legi- 
Slation. The BC Feb has already warned the NDP 
that it would not tolerate any strike-breaking 
legislation. But when asked what action it could 
take the Fed had nothing to say. While such a 
move by the NDP would be popular with its 
petty-bourgeois electoral base it feels it 
needs to win in order to remain in office, it 
would lead to a major crisis within its tra- 
ditional working class base and bring its lab- 
our policy crashing to the ground. 

Rank and file militants are going to have 

to come to terms with the fact that the bur- a 
eaucracy has led them into a blind alley by 
its reliance on the NDP at any cost. A succes- 
ful struggle can only be waged if the rank and 
file gains control of the fight and decides to 
rely only on its own and organization to 
win it. Back-to-work legislation or any other 
attempts by the NDP to intervene in the dispute 
must be defied. The alliance of the three un- 
ions must be re-built but this time at the 
rank and file level. All products of the for- 
est companies must be declared hot and the en- 
tire labour movement enlisted in a struggle to 
prevent any stockpiles fram being shipped out 
of the province. Since some of these stockpiles 
are housed in warehouses around the world, the 
support of unions at an international level is 
also essential. Unless rank and file militants 
can begin now to organize support for such a 
strategy the BC working class will be faced with 
a major defeat which will seriously affect the 
course of the class struggle in that province. 


STEVE PENNER 


greater willingness to fight together with cam- 
pus workers. The powerful potential of this. 
trend has already been expressed in successful 
campus workers' strikes at McGill (1972), Sas- 
katchewan (1974) and Manitoba (1973 & 1975) In. 
each of these cases, support committees involving 
students were instrumental in aiding the workers 
to shut down campus facilities, explain the iss- 
ues of the strike across campus and put pressure 
on the administration to give in. 

The 1230 struggle will be a significant one, 
not only for the immediate future of workers 
at U of T, but for campus struggles elsewhere. 
The far-reaching nature of the contract demands 
and the possibilities for democratic, cross- 
campus rank and file solidarity are showing the 
way forward in the face of strong capitalist 
resistance, at a time when all too many workers' 
struggles are going down to defeat. 


TOTAL SUPPORT FOR U OF T WORKERS 
KATHY BEEMAN 
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china: workers resistance 


Strikes in the People's Republic of Chi- 
na? Nothing, to be sure, that the Peking 
Daily News has found worthy of coverage. 
But in fact, strikes, disruptions, and other 
forms of workers' resistance have recently be- 
come surprisingly widespread. 
These ominous rumblings from below have 
proven doubly uncomfortable for the leaders 
of the Chinese Communist Party, for they are 
in the midst of taking the masses through a 
"study the dictatorship of the proletariat" 
campaign in which they definitely do not want 
anyone to get the impression that the Chinese 
proletariat has the ‘bourgeois right’ to 
strike. 
The most chronic labour unrest has occur- 
red on the railways. Last October there was 


a strike which spread through several provin- — 


ces and brought rail service to a standstill 
in central and southwestern China. In Hunan, 
Wuhan, Kiangsu, Honan, Kangsu, and Nanking 
City the local authorities found it necessary 
to call in troops to unload the trains. This 
extraordinary measure, in which regional party 
leaders joined the troops in a day's labour 
to demonstrate their solidarity, was followed 
by conferences in each disrupted locale as 
soon as the situation was normalized. These 
conferences routinely denounced "bourgeois 
factionalism." Typical was the report Revolu- 
tion and Production in the Canton Railway Vs 
Southern Station 1s Excellent, publi in 


June. It assured the masses that "the revela- 


` tion of the class enemy's destructive activi- 
ties had begun, and the small clique was being 


hit steadily, accurately and savagely." This 
language, not at all°unusual in these confer- 
ence reports, gives us some idea of what is 
in store for workers who resist the policies 
of the party bureaucrats on wages and working 
conditions. 


"SMALL CLIQUES’? 


Judging by the immense area over which the 
rail strike spread, however, it is clear that 
the 'small clique’ was not so small. Even more 
significant, workers scheduled to load and ùn- 


Almost three years since the signing of 

the last contract, members of the Cana- 
‘ dian Union of Postal Workers(the inside 
workers in the Post Office) are preparing 


-to strike in September. Post Office strikes 


are always national political events, and 
this one will be no exception to the rule. 
In the past, the posties have achieved major 
victories: their 1965 struggle won the right 
to strike for federal employees; the 1970 
rotating strikes smashed the Liberals' "vol- 
untary" 8% wage "guidelines". This time, 
however, the prospects are not so bright. 


Their struggle will unfold against a gov- 
ernment which thoroughly understands the 
implications of a full-scale international 
capitalist crisis. Dwindling coffers in the 
federal treasury coupled with a clear deter- 
mination to. impose a ceiling of 15% on wages 
will mean a hardline policy. Post Master 
General Mackasey has made this crystal clear 
in words and in deeds. His fierce offensive 
against the Montreal workers has left 80 


firings and hundreds of suspensions as a 


warning signal of his intentions. In the 
drawn-out negotiations with CUPW, the govern- 
ment has so far conceded nothing . On the 
crucial issue of automation, they have even 
refused to negotiate. 
For the government, the precendents have 

already been set by the series of defeats 

in the public sector over the winter-spring 
of '75—-the mintworkers, PSAC-GL&T, longshore 
and the Letter Carriers. Union of Canada 
(LCUC). Each defeat had the effect of streng- 
thening the governments hand as it simultan- 
eously weakened the workers'. CUPW will now 
be fighting alone, with no real possibilities 


- for co-ordinated action, against a government 


encouraged by its previous victories, and 
compelled by its political and economic needs 
to defeat the union. 


A HOUSE DIVIDED... 


Unfortunately, CUPW's difficulties don't 
end with the boss. The union itself has been 
badly weakened over the last eighteen months. 
Of all the blows it has suffered, the split 
between CUPW and LCUC has been the most sev- 
ere. Caused by a vicious inter-bureaucratic 


Post office: 
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load freight were obviously sympathetic, for 
their replacement by troops was necessary to > 
get things moving again. Now, eight months 
later, provincial papers and radio reports are 
still exhorting rail workers to "cambat bour- 
geois factionalism", indicating that the re- 
sistance has not yet been crushed--'savagely’' 
or otherwise. 


Widespread slowdowns, walkouts and disrup- 


tions have also been evident in steel and iron - 


works this year. This can be inferred from se- 
veral provincial conference reports which de- 
nounced "bourgeois class factionalism which 
disregards the Whole" in the industry. Report- 
ed production increases for April over March 
of 1975 presents a picture of how serious the 
disruptions must have been in March. In Wuhan 
Steelworks (one of the largest ,in the country) 
the month-to-month difference was 57 per cent; 
in Ma An Shan Steelworks it was 30 per cent 
and in Hofei 50 per cent. 7 

Recently, workers' resistance has begun to 
spread across industry lines. This has provok- 
ed a most serious and extensive intervention 
by the state. In the city of Hangchow, Che- 
kiang Province's capital, at least 22 factories 
have been struck. The exact form and extent ` 
of the workers' action in this situation is 
impossible to tell, but its severity can be 
deduced by the state's response. Ten thousand 
troops were sent in to work the factories, and 
moreover, these troops were not chosen from 
garrisons in the surrounding region, but came 
fran Wuhan, 340 miles away. 

In the face of this threat, the regime re- 
sorted to highly unusual measures. The leader- 
ship of the CCP has continually sought to œ- 
phasize the local ties and duties of its army 
units in order to minimize their separation 
from the masses. Normally, a local disturbance 
of any sort would be handled by the local gar- 
rison. In this case, the ‘objectivity’ of the 
troops was obviously not great enough, and 
they were judged to be unreliable as strike- 
breakers. 


THREATS TO BUREAUCRATIC RULE 
This underlines the extreme difficulty 


i Y 


pickets outside Toronto P.O. 


battle, touched off by the CUPW bureaucrats - 
decision to raid the ICUC last year, it has 
separated inside and outside workers, and 
played no small part in the defeat suffered 
by ICUC a few months ago. The isolation of 
Montreal--the most militant local--from the 
rest of the union, and the firings of its 
militants (still unresolved) further hamper 
CUPW's capacity to fight a concerted attack. 
The demands of the postal workers are no- 
thing short of exemplary: 71% wage increase; 
30 hours work for 40 hours pay; COLA clause; 
1 year contract; right to negotiate techno- 
logical change. These are only a few out of 
a list which taken together provides a basic 
model for all workers in the present econamic 
crisis. But such a list was bound to provoke 
‘an all-out resistance by the government , and 
therefore requires careful, clear strategic 
preparation in order to win its contents. The 
failure of the CUPW leadership is greatest on 
this critical point. 


DAVIDSON PLAYS IT BY EAR 

No systematic preparation and mobilization 
of the ranks has taken place, in fact, quite 
the contrary. Montreal workers have struggled 
virtually on their own (and paid the price). 
Vancouver workers have been dissuaded time and 
time again from militant organized action and 

ation. Despite flamboyant rhetoric, the 
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post-capitalist regimes have in putting down 
workers' upsurges. In contrast to bourgeois 
states, the official ideology of the country 
(and its historic experience) is on the side 
of the working class. As soon as any sizeable 
contingent of class-conscious workers begins . 
to rebel, they take this ideology seriously 
and thereby begin to turn their strength 
against the bureaucrats. Unless the regime 
acts very quickly to isolate and repress the 
upsurge, casting the rebels publically in the 
role of agents of the class enemy, the situ- 
ation can rapidly become explosive. 

This is especially true in China where the 
memory of the cultural revolution still rever- 
berates and where workers beleive quite sincere- 
ly that Mao wants them, fram time to time, to 
"swim against the stream." The party bureau- 
cracy is now at pains to inform the workers 
that this is not the time. Top leaders are 
quick to emphasize another of Mao Tse Tung's 
slogans which cuts in the opposite direction-- 
"it is the party that exercises overall leader- 
ship," and all cadre are being urged to "streng- 
then its organization and discipline against 
bourgeois factionalism." 

All contestations over taxes, wages, and 
working conditions are considered reactionary 
—-"a bourgeois right." As the recent strikes 
indicate so dramatically, there is consider- 
able and apparently mounting opposition among 
the working masses to austerity measures hand- 
ed down from on high while the bureaucracy 
consolidates its own privileges. This exten- 
sive opposition on the industrial front can- 
plements the by-now-familiar appearance of 
unofficial posters (torn down almost as fast 
as they go up) which complain bitterly of the 
bureaucracy's continuing restoration of right- 
wing figures who were denounced and discredit- 
ed during the cultural revolution. 


Sources: China News Analysis: Issues #981 and 
#1004 
New York Times: August 12, 1975 
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bureaucracy has not even explained how they 
intend to force negotiations on automation. 
Unless a series of measures are taken by the 
postal workers immediately, the stage will be 
set for a serious defeat. 


With the government intransigent, and the 
union leadership strategy-less,-the postal 
workers are left with no choice but to rely 
on their own efforts to fight the strike. The 
first step is the election in each local of a 
strike conmittee, which can be recalled at any 
mass meeting if it fails to do what is neces» 
sary. That would include the publication of 


_ daily strike bulletins, the organization of 


pickets, rallying the support of the local 
labour movement, and supervising the nego- 
tiations. If the negotiations continue to 
take place in secret, a sellout is assured. 
It will happen with the usual "ratification" 
vote at the end, in the face of back to work 
legislation, after the bureaucracy has pro- 
mised to "sell" the "compromise" to the 
membership. Most crucial will be the pre- 
paration to defy back to work legislation, 
so that when it comes, all locals are ready 
to resist it in unison. An episodic and 
improvised resistance will not be effective; 
the government's victory would then be in 
the bag. 


WHAT ARE THE PROSPECTS? 


Because of the historical role the postal 
workers have played as a vanguard for the 
public sector, a defeat for them will be a 
more serious setback for the labour movement 
as a whole than any of the previous defeats 
of 1975. But, if the struqqle is not serious- 
ly prepared, now, far worse outcomes are 
possible. It is not out of the question that 
the government could smash the union, if the 
strike is not organized properly. The defense 
of the Montreal militants is especially crit- 
ical, as Mackasey is determined to drive a 
wedge between the Canadian and Quebec camp- 
onents of the CUPW (and if possible, to force 
a split). There is no time to mourn, only to 
organize. 
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Joanne Little accurately summed up the 
racist and sexist character of her trial 
when they said "...without the publicity and 
public clamour in this case...your Honour . 
knows this case will go to the jury as first 
degree". Little, a 21-year-old black woman 
was accused of first-degree murder in the 
death of Clarence Alligood, a 62-year-old 
white prison guard at a Washington, North 
Carolina jail. By her own admission, Little 
fled after stabbing the jailer with an ice- 
pick he had held to her face while forcing 
her to perform oral sex. 
Hase against Little was so 
A tof prosecution rested and 
arly dg ense presentation, Judge Hob- 
dithe charges fran first to second- 
y .- But this was no sign of bene- 
ceW e part of the prosecution. Under 
idane Aof Lester Chalmers who made his 
reputation “as, defense counsel for Ku Klux 
Klan leaders in 1969, it had attempted for 
eight days to deny Little a jury of her peers. 
And during jury selection, Judge Hobgood. 
sentenced the Chief defense attorney Jerry 
Paul to 14 days in jail for breaches of jud- 
icial etiquette and held lawyer William Kun- 
stler in contempt of court. 


© The prosecution lawyers in the case of 


= Se Few natural disasters can compare 
k with being attacked by a shark, even 
2 fewer compare with Jaws. Peter Bench- 
T ley's novel, by now we well into its 
fifteenth printing, is among the . 
Ly} worst pot-boilers that the North 
ame) American publishing industry has yet 
li managed to produce. Its superficiality 
nae apoliticism blend with a plot structure 


stolen from 14th century morality plays,and 


"Jaws" T-shirts, beach towels, mugs,plaques, 
postcards and soundtrack albums—and has 
also brought out old documentaries like 
"Blue Water, White Death" for a second go- 
around on the Odeon circuit. 

Shark attack evokes a primal response 
virtually unique in human experience. “There 
is no conflict more fundamental in nature, 
more one-sided in conduct, or more pre- 
determined in outcome than the attack upon 


with characters who never quite seem to 
acquire the depth of Mary Worth, or the 
credibility of Richard Nixon. It is a book 
that raises few questions, except idle 
curiosity as to why nothing seems to be 
being done about subliminal advertising. 
And the movie is worse. 

Jaws summarizes the crisis of Améri- 
can art, both literary and cinematic. It 
fuses the degeneration of American litera- 
ture with a nightmarish and obsessive 
technologism; its product is a negation of 
human creativity, a mass depravity which is 
doing quite nicely on the charts. 
~The literary roots of Jaws quite ob- 
viously go back to Herman Melville. The 
similarities between the hunt for the white 
whale and the hunt for the great white 
shark have been so consciously engineered 
as to be embarrassing. Quint, the mercen- 
ary deep-sea fisherman hired to rub out the 
killer shark, is deliberately patterned 
after Ahab. The parallel is even clearer in 
the novel, where (to give only one example) 
Quint is killed when he is tangled ina 
harpoon line, pulled overboard by the shark 
and drowned--the same death met by Ahab in 
Mo. eni 

unbridled arrogance, Jaws tries 

to ieee itself into an artistic tradition, 
and it fails. But it is an American work, | 
and it is part of a school situated directly 
within the continuum of a devastated culture. 
That school is the technicism that has gen- 
erated Muzak, Panavision, Technicolor, and 
Disneyland. 

Jaws is constructed totally around a 
gimmick: a 26-foot mechanical shark named 
Bruce (named after the director's lawyer). 


Bruce's creator, Robert Mattey, worked for 
Disney for 17 years; he designed most of 
Disney's mechanical gadgets, including 
Flash Gordon's rocket ships and the giant 
squid in 20,000 Leagues Under The Sea. 
Disneyland technician is the motor force of 
American cinema, and Bob Mattey provides 
Jaws with its organic link to Disney. It is 
the only cultural connection the movie 
achieves. 

The hallmark of a movie that is real 
mass culture is its ability to superimpose 
itself on reality, and by refocusing or 
altering mass consciousness, to produce a 
new reality. Few recent movies have 
succeeded at this as Jaws has. It has left 
its imprint most clearly in the bourgeois 
media, where shark attacks have become one 
of the hottest cammodities around. Every- 
day stories flood in on the wires—from 
Florida, Mexico, and Australia--recounting 
the details of new attacks, and opening 
up the shark market to more and more 
hungry consumers. 

The scope of that market is immense. 
Over one tenth of the entire population of 
Canada has already seen Jaws,’ spending 
$8.5 billion in the process. The impact of 
the book and the movie has in its turn 
created a series of spinoff industries-- 


a live human being by a shark. In an instant 
of time, the’ sophistication of modern man is 
stripped away and he becomes again what he 
must have been many times in the beginning— 
the relatively helpless prey of a wild 
animal." (David Baldridge, Shark Research 
Panel, Office of Naval Research.) The prim- 
ordial horror of being eaten alive evokes 
such a powerful reaction that it can blot 
out horrors of an incomparably greater mag- 
nitude. 

The scene that drives this home takes 
place when Quint (Robert Shaw) is enter- 
taining Brody (Roy Scheider) and Hooper 


(Richard Dreyfuss) with his wartime en- 
counters with sharks. Quint was a seaman . 
on the Indianapolis when it was sunk in 
August 1945. It had been on a secret mission 
and its course and location were so highly 
classified that the survivors had already 
been a week in the water before the US 
Navy even noticed that it was missing a 
cruiser. 1100 men went into the water; 
When they were finally rescued three weeks 
later, only 316 were still alive. Almost 
800 of the crew had.been killed by sharks. 
The horror on Brody's and Hooper's faces 
as Quint narrates his story is not matched by 
the blank passivity with which they had 
sarlier learned the reason the Indianapolis 
had sailed under such extreme secrecy— 
returning from delivering the bomb used on 


Hiroshima to the waiting B-29-on Saipan. 


Death by nuclear device is a far more pala- 
table question than death by sharks, even if 
500 times as many people died in Hiroshima 
and Nagasaki as have in all recorded shark 
attacks. 

The immediate mass appeal of the movie 
corresponds directly to the fears its sub- 
ject elicits, subconscious fears that have 
expressed themselves in language. "Shark" is 
derived from the German word for villain, 
“schuerke"; most of the truly dangerous 
sharks--tigers, blues and blacktips—belong 
to the requiem family, whose name comes fram 
the reqhiem mass. 

The ultimate commercial success of Jaws 
stems from its incorporation of a number of 
distinct phobias into one exploitable pack- 
age. The first is the fear of being eaten 
alive; the second is a much more contempo- 
rary fear: the shapeless, undefined, ‘lurking 
dread that permeates post-Vietnam, post- 
Watergate North Anerica. 

Jaws: is the latest sequel in a two-year 
old procession of disaster flicks: "Airport 
'75", "The Towering Inferno", "Earthquake", 
"Pidal Wave", "The Poseidon Miventure" , death 
by fire, water, mechanical disaster; the film 
industry has harnessed every metaphor of 
annihilation and in so doing has amassed an 
enormous return on its investments. But the 
scope of its impact demonstrates that Jaws 
is not just another disaster flick. It has 
attained the stature of a Phenomenon. 


WILL OFFLEY 


Despite this quite conscious racist 
harassment, the jury which finally included 
five blacks and eight women, took only one 
hour of deliberation to acquit Little of 
second-degree murder charges. Although there 
was absolutely no doubt that the killing 
was done clearly in self-defense, Joanne Little 
was acquitted almost entirely as a result of 
the nation-wide political solidarity she rec- 
eived from the broad mobilization of women's 
organizations, black and other anti-racist 
forces and the left. 

Through widespread publicity in all media, 
the case of Joanne Little has become a cele- 
brated example of the unabated existence of 
violent racial, sexual and class oppression in 
capitalist America. But more important is the 
Vivid example which this one case showed, of 
the real potential for united political mobil- 
ization. 

Following her acquittal, Joanne Little issued 
a call to her supporters to defend her lawyers 
who have been charged--in fact Paul could be 
disbarred. And at this point, although she has 
been acquitted of the Alligood murder, were she 
sent back to jail on her original charges of 
breaking and entering her life would be in 
immediate danger. (She is now out on $15,000 
bond pending: appeal of a seven-to-ten year sen- 
tence.) It is necessary that mobilizations ~ 
continue to press the demand to drop all the 


| charges à 


Little was defended by the Southern 
Law Centre (Jùlian Bond, president), Box 2087, 
Montgomery, Alabama 36101, which takes no fees 
from its clients. However, funds are needed as 
her defence is still over $25,000 in debt and 
more will be needed to defend Paul. 
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BC NDP Calis in Police 


Natives Mount Barricades 


On July 18, the RCMP moved in to a block- 
ade set up on a road on the Mount Currie 
Reserve, 100 miles north of Vancouver 
and arrested 53 Native men. The following day 
they broke up a similar blockade at Gold River 
on Vancouver Island, arresting 20 others. 

These two incidents are significant in that 
they mark a shift in policy of the NDP govern- 
ment towards the series of militant occupations 
and blockades by BC Natives in recent months. 
The RCMP actions were taken on the direct or- 
der of Alex MacDonald, provincial Attorney 
General, and his assistant, David Vickers. The 
arrests reflect the confidence of the govern- 
ment in its ability to crack down on natives 
after the establishment of a conmission to set- 
tle the question of land taken from Natives by 
the McKenna-McBride Commission 60 years ago. 
These cut-off lands had been the focus of a 
series of blockades earlier in the sumer. 

The blockade at Mt. Currie was set up to 
pressure the govermment to negotiate with the 
band on a series of grievances, same of which 
are long-standing. Despite pre-election pro- 
mises to deal with native claims and grievan- 
ces, all attempts by the band to have their de- 
mands answered were ignored by the government 
until the blockade was set up in early June. 
The government's heavy handed action comes 
only a few weeks after the BC NDP's convention 
voted overwhelmingly in support of Native self- 
determination. 


CONSERVATION:FOR WHOM? 


The setting up of the blockade was origi- 
nally a response to the Dept. of Fisheries’ 
insistence that as of this year, fishing with- 
in the traditional hunting and fishing grounds 
of the band would be restricted to Sunday 
through Wednesday, and that Band members were 
required to obtain fishing permits. A confron- 
tation between the Mt. Currie people and the 
Dept. of Fisheries took place this spring when 
Fisheries employees came onto the Reserve and 
cut up two nets belonging to Band members. The 
band held a general meeting and decided to re- 
ject the government's order to buy pemnits. 
Since the Band's decision to reject all govern- 
ment funding, in line with the policy of the 
Union of BC Indian Chiefs, the fish caught are 
essential to the diet of Band members. Fisher- 
ies Dept. claims that restrictions are necess- 
ary in the Natives' statement that they have 


‘traditional conservation methods practice un- 


der the direction of elders of the Band. These 
seem to have worked adequately for the last 
1500 years. 

On the Monday following the Band's reject- 
ion of the permit system, Fisheries Dept. men 
again moved in, this time confiscating three 
nets. Since then, the Fisheries Dept. has re- 
treated from its position and has issued the 
Band Chief a permit for fishing any time by 
the whole band. Conservation no longer seems 
to be the issue. l ' 
THE RIGHT TO LAND CLAIMS 

However, the fishing incident sparked a 
Struggle around a number of issues, many of 

Logging has been taking place on reserve 
land for about ten years, causing concern that 
the area will be logged out. The logging oper- 
ations have severely disrupted the ecology of 
the traditional hunting areas. As well, a log- 
ging road was built through the reserve a few 
take measures to dyke the river through the re- 
serve, many acres of land were lost. The road 
itself was partially washed out and replaced 


‘on land belonging to the Band. Since the log- 


ging company is profitting from the use of the 
road, the Band is demanding compensation. 

The Native claim to the land is two-fold. 
Only two small portions of BC were ever signed 
away to the government, so the Mt. Currie area 
is part of BC Natives’ claim of ownership by 
aboriginal right. However, even within the 


framework of capitalist legality, the Mt. Cur- 
rie Band has a documented case which it feels 


has a good possibility of winning in the courts. 


In 1949 the goverment ‘gazetted’ the part 


To Defend Land Claims ; 


of the reserve where the road goes through and 
declared it a government road. However, no com- 
pensation for this appropriated land was ever 
given, and the document which supposedly legi- 
timizes the seizure bears no signatures, only 
type-written 'X's'. As well, although such ga- 
zetting requires Band Council approval, none 
was given. The government has fallen back on a 
law passed in 1938 which gives them power to 
appropriate up to 1/20th of a reserve's pro- 
perty. More than this 1/20 had been ‘gazetted' 
previously when the railways and power lines 
cut through the reserve. Thus the Band is quite 
confident of its legal right to block the road, 
which it had decided was its only option to 
force the government to answer their demands. 


BLOCKADES 


The blockade was extremely effective in 
terms of ending use of the road by persons not 
resident on the reserve. All logging operations 
dependent on the road were s , and tourism 
in the area was significantly affected. Because 
of this, the already existing tensions between 
the Indians of the Mt. Currie Reserve and the 
White population of nearby Pemberton was incr- 
eased to a level of overt hostility on the 
part.of the neighbouring whites towards the 


Williams is handed down, since any further 
blockade would mean the bail terms for the men 
would be rescinded. It is not clear what steps 
will be taken if Williams is convicted. 

The. events at Mt. Currie are likely to be 
repeated many times as Natives in BC continue 
to press their demands. The situation there is 
duplicated many times over throughout the pro- 
vince. There are about 1000 Natives in Mt. Cur- 
rie and a equal number of whites in Pemberton.” 
Although separated by only three miles, they 
are part of very different worlds. Pemberton 
is a neat, comfortable small town. Mt. Currie 
is a tiny, poverty-ridden community, without 
adequate housing, cammunity facilities, stores, 
etc., and therefore dependent upon Pemberton 
for shopping and other services. 


SOLIDARITY 


As more and more Natives follow the Mt. 
Currie example, as they are brought into the 
struggle for what they have been robbed of, 
they will face the hostility of the white can- 
munities. This presents a number of tasks for 
those who support Native peoples' demands: 

l. To break down the racism and hostility 
of white workers to Native struggles, and build 
support for them in both the local communities 
and in the labour movement as a whole. Same 
workers who would never cross a picket line or 
Support cops breaking a strike are fully pre- 
pared to cross road blockades and support pol- 
ice action against Natives. 

This not only aids the state and local bus- 
inesses in smashing these struggles, but encou- 
rages the stereotype many natives have of 
whites as "honkies" with no class distinction. 
It is also imperative for Natives to appeal to 
white workers for support-and to explain to 
them the issues involved, especially where lay- 
offs are caused by Native action. This didn't 
happen at Mt. Currie. Despite the decision of 

a conference in Terrace, BC at which the. 


Native demonstration at Mt. Currie, B.C. 


Natives. Most of the area's economy is depen- 
dent on. tourism and the jobs created by the 
logging industry. Despite a leaflet issued at 
the blockade, there was little understanding 
and even less sympathy for the action. 

About ‘a week before the arrests, the gov- 
erment issued an ultimatum to the Band, to 
either remove the blockade or have it removed 
by the police. The Band met and decided that 
they would maintain the blockade, since it was 


MacDonald and Vickers stating their position 

and asking for time for more negotiations. 

MacDonald's response was to order the arrests. 
When the police moved in there were about 


100 men and women on the blockade itself, with © 


about 50 more elders and young people lending 
their support nearby. Only the men who were 
icipating were arrested--the women were ta- 
ken away from the blockade and released. The 
Mt. Currie men were charged with obstructing a 
public highway and released on their own re- 
cognizance until their trial October 21. One 
of those arrested, John Williams, will be tried 
separately as a test case on October 20th. Only 
if he is convicted will the others go to trial. 
The band has decided that it will take no fur- 
ther extra-legal actions until the decision on 


(Western Voicé : photo) 
Native organizations and the BC Federation ion of 
Labour agreed that native peoples' picket lines 
would be honoured, the Pemberton workers did 


- not understand or solidarize with. the Mt. Cur- 


rie struggle. 

2. Many native struggles take place far 
away from population centres and little infor- 
mation about them reaches the outside. Social- 
ists must take the initiative in popularizing 
the issues and events and building meetings 
for native speakers to raise material aid and 
mobilize support. 

Active solidarity fram the workers" move- 
ment is the key to break down the isolation of 
the Native movement, to facilitate the ues 
ful pursuit of these struggles, and build uni 
in action of all those victimized and exploited 
against their common enemies. 

Support for the Mt. Currie struggle is des- 
perately needed, both material aid to help pay 
for what could be a long and costly legal bat- 
tle, and solidarity actions to pressure the 
government to drop the charges and settle claims 
in a just way. Telegrams and financial contri- 
butions can be sent c/o Frank Rivers, Treasurer 
of Defense Fund, Box #4, Mt. Currie, BC. 


. DROP THE CHARGES AGAINST THE MT. CURRIE AND 


GOLD RIVER MILITANTS 
FOR LABOUR SOLIDARITY WITH NATIVE STRUGGLES 


RUTH TAILLON GARY CRISTALL 


to neo-colonialism or go forward towards a &- 
Cialist revolution? The imperialists are bank- 
ing on the FNLA (with UNITA in the wings) to 
Create the former alternative. The MPLA, sup- 
ported in a very limited way by the Soviet Union, 
is by no means clear on the latter course. But 
the MPLA is fighting for its very life against 
the FNLA and is supported overwhelmingly in this 
by the insurgent working class of Angola's two 
major cities, Luanda and Lobito. 


The MPLA is a multiclass political party. So- 
ciologically it incorporates proletarian and p 
petit-bourgeois elements; and politically, it 
reflects this in its internal divisions and po- 
litical heterogeneity. The MPLA in and of itself 
is not a revolutionary workers' party, but nei- 
ther is it the armed tool of imperialism that the 
FNLA is. A military victory for the FNIA would be 
a bloody and crushing defeat for the Angolan 
working class; for this reason, revolutionaries 


————————— | CO TC 
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The massive 


have to extend their critical support to the MPLA. Bi 


Neutrality is a sham in what is fundamentally a 
class conflict (primarily political and only se- 


condarily military) whose full dimensions can only 


be seen in the international context. 
In January '75 under great pressure from the 


Portuguese MFA and the neocolonial Kaunda (Zambia) 
‘and Mobutu (Zaire), the rival organizations of 


UNITA, FNLA, and MPLA appeared miraculously to 
patch up their longstanding differences to sign 
the Alvor Accords. These accords provided for 
a four sided provisional. government (the three 
organizations plus Portugal) to set a course to- 
wards formal independance and elections origin- 
ally. slated for November, 1975. 

The first measures taken by this makeshift go- 
vernment showed its true colours. It banned po- 
pular assemblies and ordcred strikers back to 


work. These measures were an attempt to block mass FF 
mobilizations of militant workers who had increas- F 


ingly adopted very advanced forms of self-organi- 
zation “nd struggle since the Luanda general : 
strike of September '73. In a subsequent meeting 
to amend the Alvor Accords (presided over by - 
Kenya's President Kenyatta) provisions were made 
to create a united standing amy and disarm the 
Civilian population. Attempts by armed FNLA con- 
tingents.to carry this out in the urban working 
class amd sium neighborhoods resulted in armed = 
clashes and several thousand civilian deaths. 


- The MPLA's attitude to these developments was 


at first ambivalent. They continued to support 
the mass mobilizations while trying to use their 
Strength amongst the workers to maneuver at the 


marked the radicalizat 


gime, as well as the complicity of the Portuguese 
authorities. 
cammittees in the neighborhoods and factories 
discussing the slogan 'consolidate people's powe 
ion of the Angolan workers 


The appearance of rank and file 


top. Nevertheless, on May 22 in luanda, hundreds as a historic high point for the young African 
of thousands of workers responded to the call of proletariat. 


A PEOPLE ARISES... 


at the point of a gun. But the extortionists 
had to make a few concessions to carry the 
robbery off. So they "ceded" same land to 
their victims, lands which were then in turn 
stolen. This is the heart of the land claims 
struggle, and what makes it such a dangerous 
threat to capitalist legality. The native 
peoples' struggle snows more clearly than 
almost any other issue that law is the law 
of the capitalist class-—-and that it is 
binding on everyone except that class» 

Capitalism cannot play by its own rules 
and restore even those lands taken from the 
natives after the treaties were signed, 
because it cannot afford to. This is what 
gives the native movement its explosive 
potential, because it exposes the utter 
conflict between the image of Canadian capi- 
talist democracy and its reality. And that is 
dangerous indeed. 


WORKERS MOVEMENT SUPPORT GROWS 


The past months have seen the first signi- 
ficant indications of support for native 
demands from sectors of the Canadian workers' 
movement. 

Last year's Native Caravan received 
material support from trade unions such as 
the Letter Carriers Union of Canada, but the 
Northwest Development conference held in 
Terrace, B.C. last May was a far more im- 
portant indicator: 175 delegates, representing 
a large number of Native organization, CAIMAW, 
Kitimat smelter workers, Carpenters and 
miners; in all, 80 organizations were repre- 
The conference passed numerous reso- 
lutions supporting native land claims and 
backing the blockade of the BC Rail line. One 
of the most significant motions was to support 
the Nishga tribe's blockade of the CanCel 
logging operations (CanCel is a pulp mill 
owned by the province and run by the NDP) 


(Continued from page 16) 


which passed with the support of the IWA dele- 
gation. The most recent policy conference of 
the Steelworkers union unanimously adopted a 
resolution of support to the demands of native 
people. Since the Steelworkers union is 
undoubtably one of the more important organi- 
zations of labor that will be involved in 
northern development, this show of unity is 
an important beginning. 

This is what the Mounties are afraid of. 
The RCMP report reflects the concern of the 
Canadian state to nip this convergence of 
native and working class organizations and 
interests in the bud. It also reflects the 
fact that native opposition to northern energy 
development projects presents a very real 
and immediate physical threat to several very 
important and lucrative capitalist ventures. 


RACISM IS GROWING TOO 


Let's be clear that working class support 
for native struggles is only beginning to. 
appear. Racism remains widespread in the 
working class; and is growing in the popu- 
lation as a whole. In Kenora, for example, 
there has been a constant escalation of 
police harrassment this summer. Repeated 
riots and beatings carried out by racist 
gangs have produced serious injuries and a 
number of arrests of native victims, one of 
whom just happened to be Louis Cameron, a 
leader of the Ojibway Warriors Society, who 
now faces two charges of "assault" and 
“street-fighting". On three consecutive July 
nights, there were street demonstrations of 
up to one hundred "people", some carrying 
‘White Power' signs. The working relation- 
ship between the racists and the local 
police is apparent. Further threats, acts 
of intimidation and clashes are inevitable. 

The racists are spurred on by the 


the struggle in angola 


their trade union federation and demonstrated 
their solidarity with the MPLA. 
demonstration denounced the FNLA's reactionary ` 
offensive, the support for it of the Zaire re- 


The uncontrollable workers movement had to be 
suppressed but the temporary administration lacked 
the authority to do it. As the doomed government 
broke up, the FNLA regrouped its forces in the 
North and carried out a series of rearguard at- 
tacks in the capital city of Luanda. The MPLA, 
now freed from its mistaken support for the 


` government, consolidated its base in the insur- 


gent Luandan proletariat and fought back, driving. 


‘the FNLA from the city. 


AS MPLA demanded withdrawal of the remaining 
Portuquese troops and militarily defended the 
Capital, Portuguese President Gamez on August 14, 
declaring that the coalition government had bro- 
ker down, reimposed direct rule. Whether the in- 
creasingly rudderless MFA can muster the military 
cohesion to use this re-entry to diszmm the MPLA 
(thus delivering Angola up to imperialism) remains 
to be seen. Certainly, in seeking to pi the coal- 
ition government back together again, this will 
be its aim. Since the capital city is the MPLA's 
and the working class's stronghold, where the si- 
tuation must be "normalized' we can hardly expect 
an even handed treatment by the MFA. Portuguese 
colonialism is dying quickly but the failing beast 
is still dangerous. 

_ The FMA, resorting increasingly to fiercely 
anti-camnunist diatribes (reminiscent of Soares 

in Portugal) has virtually abandoned its former 
anti-imperialist rhetoric. Accusing the MPLA of 
being 'the tools of Soviet social imperialisn' 
(which exaggerates the extent of Russian aid) the 
FNLA objectively serves the interests of the 

real imperialists who seek to work through 
Mobutu's support for the FNLA (ams, training and 
financing) to ensure a neo-colonialist Angola. 
Instructive in this regard is the statement of 

the American Secretary for African Affairds, Donald 
Easum, quoted in the Tunisian weekly Jeune Afrique: 
"Ihe United States has no plans to invade Angola 
militarily. We count entirely on the authorities 
in Zaire (i.e. Mobutu) to protect American citi- 
zens and interests." 

As the grotesque logic of Peking's foreign po- 
licy fixates ever more heavily on 'Soviet social 
imperialism' as the main danger, its support, 
including guns and guerilla training for the FNLA 
strengthens. The plain fact is that this policy 
puts Peking in an objective alliance with US im- 
perialism in Africa (as it has recently done in 
Asia and Western Europe also.) This is lost only 
On Maoist groups around the world. It is not 
lost, we can be sure, on the US State Department. 

Socialists, regardless of their affiliations, 
have an elementary duty to the Angolan workers 
and poor peasants in this crucial hour to demand 
immediate withdrawal of all Portuguese troops, 


, nO UN troops, self-detemmination for Angola, 
r' nationalization of the multinationals without 


compensation, and forward to the Angolan social- 
ist revolution. 
SEPT. 2, 1975 HAROLD LAVENDER 
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example of the Toronto-based 'western Guard', 
and by the racist book "Bended Elbow", sold 
under the counter (to whites only) in Kenora. 
This book has enough financial backing to 
ensure it wide distribution, and it is now on 
sale in Winnipeg. It singles out as targets 
members of the Ojibway Warriors Society, 
including Louis Cameron, Ron Seymour, and 
Harvey Major (who was killed in unexplained 
circumstances in South Dakota one month 
after the Anicinabe Park occupation). 


THE NEED FOR SELF-DEFENSE 


These acts of violence against native 
people, which are carried out daily with 
impunity by racists and by cops, underscore 
the urgent necessity for natives to defend 
themselves by any means necessary. 

The brutality of the Mounties, the cops 
and the racists is now being accompanied by 
a new political violence. Today, even the 
NDP is prepared to carry out mass arrests to 
contain the rise of native militancy. Mass 
arrests will not stop a people rising against 
centuries of oppression, so tomorrow new tools 
will have to be found, and repression will 
mount even further. And as this happens the 
left must meet its responsibilities to the 
native movement, by organizing material and 
political support within the working class, 
by breaking through the lies of the bourgeois 
press and by fighting racism wherever it 
reares its head. 


UNCONDITIONAL SUPPORT TO NATIVE STRUGGLES! 
SETTLE THE LAND CLAIMS! 
SELF DEFENCE AGAINST RACIST ATTACKS! 


WILL OFFLEY 


1975. - The ghost of Louis Riel stalks the 
land. Ninety years after the defeat of the 
Riel rebellion in 1885, over 6000 Metis 


toric revolt. The rebellion's defeat came as the 
death-blow to the resistance of the native 
people and Metis against Anglo-American colonial 
expansion and the vicious repression of the 
Canadian government. This memorial meeting was 

a fitting expression of the current rise of a 


a 
Cities, they were plunged into poverty, sub- 
jected to the arbitrary rule of the Department 
of Indian Affairs, and to police occupations of 
the reserves by the RCMP. They were segregated 
physically from the mainstream of social devel- 
opment. Education and health care facilities 
were notoriously bad. In the cities, they were 
segregated by discrimination, racism and unem- 
ployment. For ninety years, virtually nothing 
changed. 


“NUMBER ONE THREAT” 

So it comes as a surprise that the ROMP 
issued a report in July designating the native 
people as "the number one threat" to the sec- 
urity of the Canadian state. The native people, 
together with the Inuit, have been pushed to 
the most extreme margins of Canadian society by 
the ruthless march of capital expansion. How can 
an oppressed people who have been systematically 
brutalized for more than two centuries and who 
have been stripped of any significant influence 
within the economic and political life of Canada 
pose a threat to the Canadian state? The bour- 
geoisie, with its Mounties, police and army is 
uneasy. Why? 

Key to this apparent contradiction has been 
the dramatic rise of the native movement, es- 
pecially over the last year. The highway block- 
ade at Cache Creek, BC, and the occupation of 
Anicinabe Park in Kenora, Ontario, and the 
violent aftermath to the Native Caravan on 
Parliament Hill last September have been 
the most visible events marking the 
rise of the native movement. Yet 
they give only a limited view 
of the full scope of the 
radicalization that is. 
now taking place 
among native 
people. 


A YEAR OF BIG CHANGES 


The native movement today is probably the 
only "mass movement" in Canada. To give a few 
examples: 

@the land claims movement has mushroomed 
into a national struggle marked by occu- 
pations and blockades from BC to Nova 
Scotia, as wll as mobilizations and 
demonstrations in urban areas, strategy 
conferences and other events. 


@the Batoche festival held in the middle 
of August which included significant 
representation from outside Saskatchewan 
was a Clear symbol of the native peoples 
heritage which lives on today. : 


@the movement has attained such a massive 
degree of support from the native 
population, and especially native youth, 
that it has pressured many of the older 
reformist leaderships far to the left. 
In BC, for example, all the main native 
organizations have severed all economic 
ties with the province and the Canadian 
state despite the massive financial 
difficulties this new independence has 
created. 


@these leaderships subsequently Sponsored 


NDP government for their land claims, 
backing it up with actions that cut rail 
lines and roads, threatening production 
at several logging and mining operations. 
The NDP proposed a compromise, offering 
to restore 100 acres of reserve land by 
September 1, and to negotiate the 
settlement of all the claims of 
the Nishga tribe within 2 
years, a compromise 
that was accepted, 
unfortunately. 


@and now even the Mackenzie Valley pipe- 
line project is in jeopardy following 
threats to blow it up if it goes ahead 
without native approval. 


WHAT IS THE RCMP AFRAID OF? 


These events give some indication of the 
extent of the native movement and its impact on 
the native population. But the native people 
still remain extremely isolated from the main- 
stream of Canadian society. There is virtually 
no social integration, as can be seen by the 
virtual absence of natives from the working 
ey acs The population is further separated by 


question remains--Why is the RCMP so concerned 
about a people that Canadian capitalism has so 
effectively divorced from society as a whole? 
The reason is clear. What the native 
movement is demanding--their democratic 
rights--is in fundamental contr- 
diction to the economic and 
military repression that 
the ruling class has 
depended on for over 
200 years. Yet it 
is a demand 


workers can already see is legitimate. The 
demands of the native movement highlight, as 
little else does, the total conflict between 
the democratic rhetoric of Canadian capi- 
talism and the reality of class interests. 
Second, the material demands such as the 
land claims of the native people are completely 
legitimate and completely legal. Yet they are 
impossible demands for the state to meet. The 
native peoples’ lands were stolen from 
them through military force. 
RESPECT FOR THE LAW? 


The treaties were 
"contracts" that 


